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A VIEW FROM 


THE CHEAP 


SEATS! 


memes COMMEntary by Editor-in-Chief MICHAEL O'HARA sammemmemmemen 


In the short run, the domina- 
tion of the WWF and NWA on 
the local mat scene appeared 
unstoppable, however, new 
twists in consumer interests 
show a growing fascination with 
the independent promotions. 
This is not to say that the in- 
dependents are giving Ted Turn- 
er and Vince McMahon any 
sleepless nights, but I’m sure 
both megapromoters are keep- 
ing a watchful eye on the minor 
league offices. 

One obvious reason for the 
drop in interest on the major 
league circuits is the lack of 
genuine top challengers for the 
World championships. For most 
of the past six years, it’s been 
the same contenders facing the 
same champions. In their quest 
to sign all the top names to ex- 
clusive contracts, the NWA and 
WWF find themselves stagnant 
— using the same wrestlers 
and gimmicks from year to year. 

On the independent scene, 
things are much different. The 
Minnesota-based, American 
Wrestling Association, although 
holding on by their fingertips, 
have one ingredient in their 
favor — a significant turnover in 
talent on aregular basis. Much 
like the major league promoters 
of old, the AWA brings someone 
in for a period of time, and upon 

the first signs of fan boredom, 
the wrestler moves on to 
another region where his gim- 
mick will be fresh. This is the 
formula used by most of today’s 


independent promoters and it’s 
working! 

For the NWA and the WWF, 
they must come to the realiza- 
tion that it is impossible to total- 
ly control every top name by 
putting them all under contract. 
There will always be young phe- 
noms coming out of the wood- 
work to take the place of 
“exclusive properties.” 

Most hurt by this nationwide 
gentrification of the grappling 
game is the National Wrestling 
Alliance, who, before the Jim 
Crockett/Ted Turner years, had 
a viable product and a very effi- 
cient system of working with 
regional booking offices, who 
groomed young newcomers 
and later exchanged them with 
other NWA promoters. It kept 
every circuit vibrant with fresh 
talent and filled the void of retir- 
ing wrestlers with new blood. 
Most importantly, it kept the 
rosters full of top challengers. 
Under the old NWA system, 
many areas had their own State 
heavyweight champ, who would 
receive his crack at the World 
champion whenever he made 
his way through that region. Not 
only did it fill arenas with local 
fans anxious to see the 
hometown boy go for the gold, 
but it made number one con- 
tenders out of men, who might 
not be able to generate that 
type of drawing power on ana- 
tionwide scale. 

Regional NWA champions in 
Florida, Georgia, Missouri and 


Oklahoma were able to fill 
sports venues in their state 
whenever presented with an op 
portunity to bring the World 
championship “home.” Today's 
NWA has two or three serious 
threats to the World champion- 
ship. Ten years ago, they had a 
different challenger, with a fol- 
lowing, in each state that they 
operated in! 

The World Wrestling Federa- 
tion, once known for its tremen- 
dous turnover in talent 
throughout the 1960's until the 
mid-1980’s has become a quag- 
mire of tired faces. Hulk Hogan 
soundly defeated the likes of 
The Canadian Earthquake, 
Rick Rude, Curt Hennig, Haku, 
Randy Savage and countless 
others during his long reign. 
Now, WWF fans can look for- 
ward to The Ultimate Warrior 
defending his strap against 
such fresh, NEW, talent as The 
Canadian Earthquake, Rick 
Rude, Curt Hennig, Haku, Ran- 
dy Savage. . .22zzzzzzzz. 

Should the NWA and WWF 
find themselves without a fol- 

lowing in the years ahead, 
they'll have no one else to 
blame, but themselves. That 
small-time wrestling promoter, 
who runs three wrestling shows 
per month, and in the process 
thrills fans from the sound of 
the first bell, is planting the 
acorn from which could grow a 
mighty oak. 

Should the minor league 
promoter succeed, let’s hope 
he'll be merciful. | certainly 
hope he'll offer jobs to both Ted 
Turner and Vince McMahon, af- 
ter all, arenas can never have 
too many popcorn vendors. 


Until next issue — keep your 
shoulders off the mat! 


MICHAEL O’HARA 
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2 Cassettes for I‘ 


QUEEN 383°547 
THE MIRACLE 
ALICECOOPER 382:31 
TRASH 
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Absolute Torch & Twang 
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BLAST OFF 
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HEART OF STONE 


KEEP ON MOVIN’ 


386:037 


Here's the latest! Your guide to today’s best music— 
over 200 selections to se from, ranging from the 
latest hits to all-time favorites! And best of all, you can get 
Any 12 Cassettes or Any 8 CDs for a penny if you join 
the Club now! 

To get any 12 Cassettes for 1¢, just mail the application 
together with your check or money order for $186 as 
payment (that's 12 selections for only a penny, plus $1.85 
to cover shipping and handling). In exchange, you agree 
to buy 8 more selections (at regular Club prices) in the 
next 3 years—and you may cancel membership anytime 
after doing so. 

How the Club works: every four weeks (13 times a year) 
you'll receive the Club's music magazine, which describes 
the Selection of the Month... plus hundreds of alternatives 
from every field of music. Up to 6 times a year you may 
also receive offers of Special Selections, usually at a 
discount off regular Club prices, for a total of up to 19 
buying opportunities, 

Hf you wish to receive the Selection of the Month or the 
Special Selection, you don't have to do anything—it will be 
shipped automatically. If you prefer an alternate selection, 
or none atall, just fill in the response card always provided 
and mail it by the date specified. You will always have at 
least 10 days to make your decision. If you ever receive 
any Selection without having 10 days to decide, return it at 
our expense. 

The cassettes you order during your membership will 
be billed at regular Club prices, which currently are $798 
to $9.98—plus shipping and handling. (Multi-unit sets, 
special and classical selections may be somewhat 
higher) And if you continue after completing your enroll- 
ment agreement, you'll be eligible for our bonus plan. 


10-Day Risk-Free Trial: we'll send details of the Club's 
operation with your introductory shipment. If you are not 
satisfied for any reason, just return everything within 10 
days for a full refund and no further obligation. 
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DEBBIE GIBSON 377-275 | snorounae 3 76'533 
ELECTRIC YOUTH IERICAN DREAM GES) 


HEENA EASTON 376-095 | GUNS’ ROSES 376:087 ETWOOD MAC 375-782 | TINA TURNER 387-118 
The Lover in Me te) | GN'RLIES TEST HITS _[summuce] | FOREIGN AFFAIR 
BILLY IDOL 360-107 | THE POLICE 448-318 | THE CARS 339-903 

VITAL IDOL Every Bresth You Take GREATEST HITS 

MMV PAGE 370-387 | REO Speedwagon 367-672 | ROBERT PLANT 366-716 

OUTRIDER Gere] | The Hits (=) | NOW AND ZEN (emai) PAULA PLAYS 
BOBBY BROWN 372-046 | STEVE WINWOOD 371-211 | LIVING COLOUR 370° FoR! 
DON'T BE CRUEL ROLL WITH IT viviD 

DIRE STRAITS 376-056 | EDDIE MONEY 374-223 | U2 Taio? | | oa 
Money For Nothing Nothing To Lose RATTLE ANO Hum ==5) 394°015 (irgin) 374°637 
JOURNEYS 476-279 | S8SPECIAL 375-139 | THE TRAVELING 375. 
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Order your first selection now at a big discount—and 
et 2 extra cassettes FREE! You may also choose your 
rst selection font now—weill give it to for up to 60% 
off regular Club prices—only $3.98. Enclose payment 
now and you'll receive it with your introductory cassettes. 
This discount purchase immediately reduces your mem- 
bership obligation—you then need buy just 7 more 
{instead of 8) in three years. What's more, this discount 
entitles you to 2 more hit cassettes as a bonus, FREE. 
Just check the box in the application and indicate your 
first selection and 2 free bonus cassettes! 
OR—IF YOU PREFER, YOU MAY TAKE 
8 COMPACT DISCS FOR 1¢ 


If you have a CD player, or are planning to get one, you'll 
surely prefer to get CDs now. As anew member, you may 
have any 8 CDs for a penny. Just indicate the 8 CDs you 
want and mail the application, together with check or 
money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ for your first 8 CDs, plus 
$185 for Shipping and handling). In exchange, you agree 
to buy just six in the next three years at regular Club 
prices (which currently are $12.98-$15.98, plus shipping 
and handling) —and you may cancel anytime after buying 
six CDs. Otherwise, the Club works in the same manner 
as previously outlined. 

Extra Bonus Offer: as a special offer to new members, 
take one additional CD right now for only $6.95, This 
discount purchase entitles you to choose an extra CD as 
a bonus FREE. And you'll receive your discounted CD 
and your bonus CD with your 8 introductory selections. 


Columbia House 


1400 North Fruitridge Avenue * Terre Haute, Indiana 47811 


Selections marked with a * are not available on Cassette. 
+Selections with two numbers count as two selections 
—write each number ina separate box. © 1990 CBS Records Inc. 


The B-52’s-Cosmic Thing. 
(Reprise) 383+877 
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YOUNG 


WILLI VANILLI 
Girt You Know It's True (ana) 


TACRSON BROWNE ga3° 
World In Motion SE ae 


NIGHT RANGER 383:729 
GREATEST HITS 

us shippin: 
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Columbia House, 1400N. Fruitridge Ave. 
|0.Box 1190, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1130 

[—] | PREFER CASSETTES—so enroll me in the Club under the 
terms outlined in this advertisement. | am enclosing check or 
money order for $1.6 (that's 1¢ for my first 12 selections, plus $185 
shipping and handling), | agree to buy 8 selections, at regular Club 
prices, in the next 3 years—and may cancel membership anytime 


— 
= 


Also send my first selection for up to a 60% discount, for 


which | am also enclosing addi- faa] 


tional payment of $3.98. | then need buy 
ron me mn the Club under the terms out- 


only 7 more (instead of 8), at regular Club 
prices in the next three years. 
|_J lined. | am enclosing check or money order for $1.86 (that's 1¢ 
formy first 8 CDs, plus $1.85 for shipping/handling). | agree to buy 6 
CDs, at regular Club prices, in the next three years—and may cancel 
membership anytime after doing so. 
Send me these 

8CDs for 1¢ 


This discount purchase 
entitles me to these 
2cassettes FREE. 


a 


D Extra Bonus Offer. Also send 
me one more CD now, for which 
I've enclosed an additional $6.95. 
..-and|'m entitled to 
xtra CD FREE! 


‘My main musical interest is (check one): 
(But | may always choose from any category) 


CDHard Rock C)SoftRock [)ModernRock () Light Sounds 


Robert Plant, Michael Bolton, Sinead O'Connor, Barry Manilow, 
Aerosmith | Fleetwood Mac DepecheMode Carly Simon 
OHeavy Metal C) Black Music CEasy Listening 
Motley Crue, Luther Vandross, Ray Conn 
| Slaughter Bell Biv Devoe Johnny Mathis 
Oicountry ClJazz (Classical 
O Mr. 
ja Mrs. 
O Miss FirstName Tritial LastName 
Address. Apt. 
|city 
State. Zip. 
Do you have a telephone? (01)() Yes 0 No 380/F90 


Do you have acredit card? (03)0)_ Yes 0) No 

Do you have a VCR? (04)C) Yes 1) No 

Note: We reserve the right to reject ary application oF cancel any membership. 
These offers nt available in , Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico; write for 
Getails of alternative offer Canadian residents serviced from Toronto. Appli- 
cable sales tax added to all orders. 
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THE WORLD 
WRESTLING 
FEDERATION Sel 
CONQUERS JAPAN! 2: 


exclusive photos by Koichi Yoshizawa renowned matchmaker. 


It was called The Wrestling Summit as the premier athletes in the 

WWE, New Japan and All-Japan promotions battled it out for mat ee 
supremacy. After looking at the matches that took place, I'm sure e eo. é 
you'll agree that this event could have heen quite easily called a The Great Kabuki gained a hard fought victory 


“Japanese Wrestlemania!” over Greg Valentine with a small package pinfall 
at 7:16. It is interesting to note that the referee 
for this encounter was Shane McMahon, the son 
of promoter Vince McMahon. 


in nn oa 
Jimmy ‘Superfly’ Snuka and Tito Santana teamed up to face the Japanese combination 
of Kenta Kobashi and Masa Fuchi. Snuka pinned Fuchi 
with his spectacular flying body press at 8:28 


“ek 
Masa Saito and Shinya Hashimoto successfully defended their IWGP. 


i as - tag team titles against Riki Chosyu and Masa Chono. Saito 
’ pinned Chono with the use of a backdrop at 13:00. ‘ 
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WITH 
WEIGHTED 
WRISTLETS 
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“Power Packed’’ Arm 
Bullders Start in- 
sont Tes Bee You 

striking power 
wot ttrongths Build 


ie arms you 
want without special 
equipment of exercises. 
wetted wrists 
weighted wrist uri 
your ordinary activities at 
work or play. 


BUILD YOUR 
STRENGTH 


Hour by pearueeeley day “ muscles in your arms 
are strengthened a lo new power, Wear your 
qT Packed" lets and get the proud mascu- 
lina feeling thet says ‘I can take care of myself.’’ 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Order your ‘Power Packed"’ weighted wristlets today. 
Use them for 10 days. If you don't see immediate 

and progressive improvement, 
If you don't instantly feel 
more powerful, more mascu- 


full purchase price, 


Cost of one $3.98 plus po 
shipping. A pair costs $6.9! 
Perce shipping. Sorry, Wo 


CADLYN'S, 
4120 Avenue, of the Americas 
Sulle 4020 New York, NY 10036 


Shows you hundreds 

of can’t miss tech- 

niques that put you in total control of any 
woman, in any situation, anytime! 


UNLOCK THE SECRETS OF 
GETTING WOMEN TO. DO WHAT 
YOU WANT—ATTRACTING AND 
SEDUCING WOMEN IS EASY 
WHEN YOU KNOW HOW! 

IN FACT, IF YOU ALREADY HAD THIS 


BOOK, YOU'D PROBABLY BE IN BED 
WITH A WOMAN RIGHT NOW! 


SCOTT Co., “4 
| 14120 Avenue of the Amejicos | 
I Neal aie NY 10036 Get DATES" $5.00 
| NAME 
| ADDRESS | 
1 CITY _ _ STATE zIP 1 


OF INTEREST TO ALL 


FREE BEERS FOREVER! 2 Card Monte. This is a win- 
every-time tavern bet for friendly small stakes. You'll 
feceive special cards. Easy directions. (No skill required.) 
$2.00. Wilson, Box 224C, Hatboro, PA 19040. 

INSTANT POSTCARDS!! SAMPLE, send $.25 stamp. Box 
171(GBW), Ashland, OR 97520. 

YOU CAN WIN consistently playing Sweepstakes-Black- 
jack-Bingo-Horses-Poker-Dice-Lottery-Slots. Send for free 
catalog and complete details to: The Hatchery(GBW), 1A 
New Highway, Commack, NY 11725. 

FREEDOM FROM FEAR! 65 Passive Home-Street Crime 
Avoidance Techniques. Guaranteed! Rush $3.95 to: Al 
Foster Security Consulting, 16607 E. Arkansas Drive, 
Aurora, CO 80017. 

STUN GUNS 65,000 Volts of self-defense power! Spec- 
trum, Box 727-AR, Grayslake, IL 60030. 

VACATIONS NATIONWIDE 50% 
1-900-988-3636, Ext. 44. $3 per call. = 
BE A PROFESSIONAL. Learn how! Send $1.00 to: 
Pro-7(GBW), Box 620190, San Diego, CA 92162. 

PISTOL CASE. WILL accomodate guns 
9-%"x6-?4""x1-7/8". Foam lined, plastic case. Convenient, 
organized storage. $4,00 plus $2.00 shipping. PERPETUI- 
TY, 1040-B(NS) So. Cypress, La Habra, CA it 

SELL YOUR HOME faster and for every dollar it's worth! 
Here's how... .$4.00 to: Profit Assistance, 5251-18 John 
Tyler Hwy., Suite 295, Williamsburg, VA 23185. 


AUTOMOTIVE 
CAR BUYERS SAVE Thousands. SASE to: Warren Auto. 
info, 983 Cranston Street, Cranston, Rl 02920. 
GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES Low as $100! Amazing 
recorded message reveals details! (708)705-2324, 
MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES 


$5,000 GUARANTEED STUFFING 1,000 envelopes. Send 
$5.00 stamped envelope. Anthony Tennis, Box 
12721(GBW), Odessa, TX 79768. me! 

HOME WORKERS NEEDED. Make money. 900 directories, 
addresses, $10.00. Nationals, RT. #3M, Waseca, MN 


SAVINGS! 


EXCELLENT PROFITS FROM Home! Amazing recorded 
message reveals details. (516)336-6128. => 
MAKE MONEY AT home. Free detalis, Rush SASE: 
Equitable, Dept. NC1, 701 South Avenue, Staten Island, 
NY 10303. : ee 
EARN EXTRA INCOME mailing brochures for national 
companies! No experience needed! Mail $1: Finance 
Publications, Box 1678(GBW), Arvada, CO 80001. 
$339.00 WEEKLY POSSIBLE ASSEMBLING producis from 
home and 100's of other home based opportunities, Call 
amazing recorded message 24 hours. (914)289-1136 (707). 
$250 WEEKLY! IMMEDIATE Home income! Photograph 
data forms! Experience unnecessary. Free details! 
PHILLIPS(GBW), Garrett, PA 15542-0051. 

CREDIT REPAIR! EARN Cash helping others. Rush $5.00. 
Wayne Courtemanche, 58{FEU) Bancroft, Gardner, MA 
01440. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


EASY HOME BUSINESS. Free details. OTERO, Box 
19-307(GBW), Miami Beach, FL 33119. 4 
POSSIBLE $46,000 MONTHLY! Dotails and instructions 
$5.00. Success Ideas, Box 142(MNS), Oakland, KY 42159. 
BUY BUSINESSES, FRANCHISES. No money. SASE: War- 
ren Publications, 983 Cranston Street, Cranston, Rl 02920. 
EXTENSIVE DETAILED CATALOG. 12 no nonsense home 
businesses $1.00. Sharp Publishing, 2767 Highland Drive, 
Carlsbad, CA 92008. 
| MAKE $2,000 WEEK Recycling Gold! Easy home 
business! Free booklet! 1(900)246-2323 ($2/min). 
PROVEN SUCCESS! AMAZING moneymaking program br- 
ings hundreds to your mailbox weekly. No product, sim- 
ple! Free information SASE. KellGram, 1128 Pleasant 
Valley Rd., Suite #212-GBW, Cleveland, OH 44134. 
FINANCIAL 
NEED CREDIT? $1,500 + Gold Card. No deposil. No turn. 
downs. Visa available. 1(602)420-1486. 
REPAIR YOUR CREDIT Rating! Plus fill your bank account 
with Cash! Free Details, write: Eagle Associates, Box 
10869(GBW), Eugene, OR 97440. 
HELP WANTED 
ASSEMBLERS CAN EARN up to $339.84/week. Assembl- 
ing our products. Recorded message reveals details. Call 
today! (314)539-9782, Dept. 1V. 
BOOKSICATALOGS/MAGAZINES 
FREE CATALOG - DESIGNER Clothing. OMEGA, 
101(GBW) Clematis, Pensacola, FL 32503-2834. 
“ANARCHIST COOKBOOK” AVAILABLE. Again! 
paid, Barricade Books, Box 1401(GBW), Secaucus, NJ 


HEALTH 


LOWER CHOLESTEROLI/LOSE Weight sensibly. For Free 
catalog phone 1-800-528-4482. 


DIET AIDS 


WHITE CROSSES, HEARTS, Magnums, Blacks. $2.99/100, 
$5.99/1,000. Inositol, Protein. 1-800-874-1288(GBW). 


BEST BY MAIL 


For rates, write Natlonal Classified, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 34230 


PERSONAU/MISCELLANEOUS 


PROFESSIONAL’S CHOICE - EXCLUSIVE fantasies for 
Discriminating Gentlemen (303)337-2232 ViMC, anytime. 


REJUVENATE MALE HORMONES. Enhance normal per- 
formance and endurance, $5 to: NAMCO, Box 1411, Gary, 
IN 46407. Order Now! 


MEN: DON'T BE Alone! Meet women quickly. $15. Com- 
plete. SF/, Box 2042H, Lakeland, FL 33806. 


RAISED SKIRT VIDEOS! Brochure $1.00! Procorgbw, Box 
1385, Greenville, NC 27835. 


MEN GET WOMEN To Love You By Leaming What Women 
Really Like. Every man who cares about women needs this 
31 page booklet. No risk » 30 day money back guarantee. 
Send $10.00 now to: LIKE, 5150 Mae Anne Ave., Suite 
213-161(FEU), Reno, NV 89523, 


FEMALE WRESTLING 


Amateur Female Wrestling Volume One now 
available from T&T. Special introductory offer. 
Only $19.95 for 14 matches. VHS only. Send 
$19.95 plus $3.00 P & H to: 

T&T 
P.O. Box 494 © Beaverton, Mich. 48612 


kkk KK KKK KKK 
* 300LB.BENCH PRESSIN * 
* 30 DAYS! GUARANTEED * 
4 Or your money back. Written by State and National Cham- 
x pion Gregg Ferris. He will take you step by step through his 
training guide and reveal his secret natural supplements. * 
x Rush $10,00 + $1.50 S8H to: 
+ G.F. ENTERPRISES, P.0. Box 1746, Plymouth, MA 02360 %* 


Keke keke Kea Kae Keke Kaa KK 


500 ASSORTED 
w= BASEBALL CARDS ces 


A great gift and investment only $9.95 
plus $3.00 shipping. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
LAKESIDE CARDS INTERNATIONAL 
P.O Box 128, Topinabee, MI 49791 
Offer Expires 12-31-91 


WORK FROM HOME 


Your help is urgently needed to mail personal loan and 
VISA applications for legitimate company. Postage is 
not required. No franchise fee. Details $2 (P/H). 
THE McCLENDON GROUP 
3325 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700 (A4) 
Los Angeles, CA 90010 


WRESTLING BELT 


lisaper- 
sonalized World Heavyweight 
Champion Wrestling Belt 
A gold-leaf stamped, high- 
density plastic plate provides room 
fora first name personalization in- 
sert. Velcro pads are included fora 
durable fit. supplies are limited! 
So. be smart. send order foaay 


MOORE 

1120 Avenue of the Americas 
Sulte 4020 

New York, NY 10036 


Bret “'The Hit Man" Hart and masked Japanese sensation, Tiger Mask went tortie limil.drawip-one of the-most exciting displays 


of wrestling science and skill to be seén anywhere! 


Jumbo Tsuruta and King Haku stunned Rick Martel and Curt Hennig. Tsuruta pinned Martel at 10:53. 
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The biggest tag team combination in the entire world, Andre the Giant (seven-foot-four) and Shohei ‘‘Giant’’ Baba (seven-feet-tall) 
had absolutely no trouble in manhandling the WWF World tag team champions, Demolition in a nontitle match. Andre pinned Smash 
'39 to end the lopsided brawl. 


‘BACK ISSUES OF GOLD 


DEC/89 — SOLD OUT! 
FEB/90° 

APR/90 

JUME/90 

AUG/90 

ocr/90 

ONLY $4.00 EACH! 


SSS SS SS Se a SS Se ee PERC) aecBSE Ee 


handy order form 


Send check or money order to: GOBE PUBLISHING, INC. 
PO. Box 1917 — Murray Hill Station 
Back Issue Dept. 
New York, NY 10156 


TITLE QUANTITY TOTAL 
Shipping & handling $1.25 
Total amount enclosed 


name 


address. 


city. state zip. 


*FOREIGN ORDERS: please make payment on international postal money order or bank check in U.S. 
funds, drawn on U.S. banks. 


If you do not wish to cut out this coupon, we will accept written orders. 


Genichiro Tenryu rolled up Randy ‘‘Macho King’’ Savage for a perfect three-count at 10:49. Despite the outside interference of 
“‘Queen’’ Sherri Martel, the likes of whom has never been seen on the Japanese circuits, the sumo-turned-pro used all of his skills to 
subdue one of America’s most formidable grapplers. 


fi " 


ENTER THE COMBAT SPORTS, 
ERA OF PRO-WRESTLING ! 


COMBAT 
SPORTS 


newsletter 


Since 1978 Combat Sports has 
been on top of the grappling game 
with the latest news, views and 
results as well as an action packed 
section devoted to roller derby! 
Widely read by fans, wrestlers and 
promoters internationally, try an 
issue today and see why it's called 
"the champion of sports fanzines 
", $2.00 an issue or $12.00 for one 
yee (6 issues) which includes four 
ull color wrestling photos! 
Available only by mail-not sold in 
any store. ORDER TODAY! 


Send to: 

COMBAT SPORTS 
P.O. Box 651 -Gracie Station 
New York, NY 10028-0011 


Foreign rates: Please add an additional 
45¢ for each Issue ordered outside of 
the U.S. & Canada. 
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THE COMBAT SPORTS*GRAM 


A weekly results, gossip and 
Information sheet covering all the 
pinfall action from around the world 
as well as the latest roller derby 
news! The condensed, easy to read 
format will keep you on top of the 
combat sports scene. 


Best of all — each weekly sheet 
costs ONLY 60¢! 


Subscription rates: 


y¥ (13 Issues) - $7.50. 


(26 issues) - $15.00. 
(52 issues) - ONLY $25.00! 


AVAILABLE SOON VIA FAX SERVICE! 
ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS 


The Ultimate Warrior made his debut in the ‘‘Land of the Rising Sun’’ with a superb showing against ‘‘The Million Dollar Man,” Ted 
DiBiase. The champion took the pinfall win with a flying body press at 6:12. 


ee ~ 
Hulk Hogan and Stan ‘‘The Lariat’’ Hansen fought the roughest battle of their entire careers in the incredible main event! Hansen, the 
most popular American staple on the Japanese scene and Hogan, who has not been seen in Japan for five years, provided the 53,742 
screaming fans a ‘‘dream match!’ Hogan stopped the Texas terror with his Ax-Bomber (clothesline) and pinned the courageous 
cowboy at 12:30 to cap off a phenomenal evening of international combat within the squared circle! 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 
FANDOM! 


Showeasing the very hest fan clubs, newsletters and photographers 


in the wrestling world! 


This column is provided free 
of charge to all fans. In each is- 
sue we review the various fan- 
produced items that are availa- 
ble. If you have photos for sale; 
run a wrestling fan club or pub- 
lish a newsletter on the sport, 
send us samples of your 
products for review to: 

WRESTLING FANDOM 

PO. BOX 651 

GRACIE STATION 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

10028-0011 


PLEASE NOTE: Pho- 
tographers must include two 
samples of their work for each 
review. Fan club presidents 
must send a photocopied per- 
mission slip from the honorary 
of their club along with a com- 
plete membership kit. Newslet- 
ter publishers must send a copy 
of each newsletter published in 
order to remain on our listing. 

We reserve the right to reject 
any submitted material based 
On its content. 

A NOTE TO ALL READERS: 
This column is written well in 
advance due to publication 
deadlines, therefore we cannot 
take any responsibility for your 
transactions. The dealings you 
have with anyone listed herein, 
are solely at your own risk. 

Remem ber to include a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope 
when writing to a photographer 
or newsletter publisher for more 
information. If for any reason 
you have encountered difficul- 
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ties with the merchants listed 
herein, please contact us at the 
above address. 


WRESTLING PUBLICATIONS: 
COMBAT SPORTS, PO. Box 
651, Gracie Station, NY, NY 
10028-0011: published bi- 
monthly for $2.00 per issue or 
$12.00 for one year (six issues) 
which includes four free color 
wrestling photos. 


TEXAS WRESTLING NEWS, 
published by Bob Miller, RO. 
Box 951, Humble, TX 77347: 
published monthly for $2.00. 


GLOBAL WRESTLING, Tom 
Burke, editor, 31 Groveland 
Street, Springfield, MA 01108: 
published monthly — $1.50 per 
issue (+ sase). 


WRESTLING STYLE, Jim 
Dough & Joe Dicarlo, editors, 
PO. Box 711, Lanham, MD 
20706-0711: published weekly 
— 75¢ per issue. 


THE WRESTLING TORCH, 
Wade Keller, editor, RO Box 
201844, Minneapolis, MN 
55420: published biweekly — 
$1.25 per issue. 


BETWEEN THE ROPES, Adam 
Horowitz & Brad Burns, editors, 
336 Harbor Drive, Lido Beach, 
NY 11561: published monthly — 
$1.00 per issue. 


THE COMBAT 
SPORTS+GRAM, PO. Box 651, 
Gracie Station, NY, NY 
10028-0011: published weekly 
— 60¢ or one year (52 issues) 
— ONLY $25.00. 


THE RING POST, Francesco 
Castrano, editor, 13135 Colton 
Lane, Gaithersburg, MD 20878: 
published bimonthly — 50¢ per 
issue. 


WRESTLING, Howard 
Feintuch, editor, 6218 
Greenblade Garth, Columbia, 


COMBAT SPORTS is your number one source of the latest news and views on the 
grappling game — only $2.00 per issue. Not available in stores — ORDER TODAY! 


ENO WREST: * ROLLER ACTION *ENTERTAINMENT 


SHOWCASING THE 


YOUNG LIONS OF 
THE GRAPPLING 


Ginger Vinson has photos of 
your top wrestling favorites. 
Send for her free list today! 


MD 21045: published monthly 
— 50¢ per issue. 


VIVA LA LUCHA, Kurt Brown, 
editor, RO. Box 9401, Brea, CA 
92622: published quarterly — 
$3.00 per issue. 


SPOTLIGHT ON WRESTLING, 
Dayna Euhus, editor, 1215 West 
Sherwin Avenue, Chicago, IL 
60626: published monthly — 
$1.00 per issue. 


FACTSHEET FIVE, Mike 
Gunderloy, editor, 6 Arizona 
Avenue, Rensselaer, NY 
12144-4502: published 
bimonthly — $2.00 per issue for 
the most complete source of 
information of fanzine 
publishing. 


RICHMOND WRESTLING 
REPORT, David Leehy, P.O. Box 
34142, Richmond, VA 
23234-0142: published monthly 
— $1.00 per issue. 


TERROR BETWEEN THE 
TURNBUCKLES, Adam Ross, 
editor, 968 E. 78th St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11236: published 
monthly — $1.00 per issue. 


WRESTLING THEN & NOW, 
Evan Ginzburg, editor, PO. Box 
471, Oakland Gardens Station, 
Flushing, NY 11364: publishing 
schedule monthly — $1.25 per 
issue. 


BLACK KNIGHT WRESTLING, 
Sandy DeLuca, PO. Box 8774 
— Pilgrim Station, Warwick, Rl 
02888: published monthly — 
$2.00 per issue. 


RING AROUND THE 
NORTHWEST, Mike Rodgers, 
editor, 2740 Lewellyn, Troutdale, 
OR 97060: published monthly 
— 50¢ per issue. 


THE HEADLOCK REPORTER, 
Shelton Mitchell, editor, Box 
293, Clawson, MI 48017-0293: 
published monthly — $2.00 per 
issue. 


THE WRESTLING 
OBSERVER, Dave Meltzer, 
editor, PO. Box 1228, Campbell, 
CA 95009: published weekly — 
$1.25 per issue. 


THE PILEDRIVER, J.D. 
Woodall, editor, 1707 Alabama, 
Big Spring, TX 79720: 
published monthly — 75¢. 


PRO-WRESTLING 
ENQUIRER, Harvey Cobb, 
editor, 2619 Ruffin Way, Norfolk, 


VA 23505: published monthly — 
$1.00. 


U.S. WRESTLING WEEKLY, 
James Jarvis & Joseph Menize, 
editors, 668 Main Street, 
Wilmington, MA 01887: 
published weekly — 75¢. 


THE TURNBUCKLE, Jodi 
Ludwig, editor, PO. Box 1021, 
Troy, NY 12181-1021: published 
quarterly — $1.00 per issue. 


WFA WRESTLING UPDATE, 
Travis Chaffin, editor, RO. Box 
921, Cumming, GA 30130: 
published monthly — $1.75 per 
issue. 


TRAIN TO BECOME A\ PIROWRESTLERS 
Here’s a complete listing of pro-wrestling schools in the United States! 
Find out where to train in your area. Fame and fortune are waiting for YOU! 
ONLY $2.00 (+75¢ postage) 


Send to: COMBAT SPORTS 
PO. Box 651 — Gracie Station 
New York, NY 10028 
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Wmited supply of Dusty Rhodes/Great American Bash '88 bandannas are still available 


— only $6.00 (+ 75¢ postage) from 
COMBAT SPORTS. ORDER NOW! 


WRESTLING: OFF THE 
RECORD, Nancy Sodano, 
editor, 52 Penn Street, Quincy, 
MA 02169: published bimonthly 
— $1.00 per issue. 


WRESTLING CHATTERBOX, 
Georgiann Makropoulos, editor, 
22-44 30th Drive, Astoria, NY 
11102: published monthly — 
$1.00. 


HEAVYWEIGHT WRESTLING 
MONTHLY, Sean Gillespie, 
editor, 11216 Oakwood Dr., 
Dunkirk, MD 20754: published 
montly — $1.50. 


WRESTLING ITEMS OF 
INTEREST: 


Dave Cameron, 34C Salisbury 
Road, Birkdale, Auckland, New 
Zealand sells a Kiwi program of 
Harley Race vs. Ric Flair froma 
few years ago for $3.00. Dave 
has many interesting items for 
sale — write today. 


Tom Burke, 31 Groveland St., 
Springfield, MA 01108 has tons 
of rare wrestling mags & 
programs for sale plus other 
nifty gifts. Send as.a.s.e. for 
more info. 
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Frontier Martial Arts Wrestling 
Co., LTD., 2-19-8 Nishimagome 
Ota-Ku Tokyo, Japan 143 has 
many items regarding the Onita 
vs Aoyagi Grudge Match 
including posters for $8.00 and 
T-Shirts for $10.00. Include 
$5.00 air mail postage. Giant list 
— $5.00. 


Combat Sports, P.O. Box 651, 
Gracie Station, NY, NY 
10028-0011 has a wide variety 
of wrestling items for sale. Send 
two stamps for their GIANT list. 


Some of the items available 

from Combat Sports include: 
Classic Wrestling Series 
Vols | & Il — two full hours of 
great grudge matches from 
the 1950's on each VHS tape 
— $29.95 each (+ $3.00 
postage per tape). 


Grab Bag — $9.50 — filled 
with wrestling surprises. 


Dusty Rhodes Bandanna — 
$5.00 (+ 75¢ postage). 


VHS Wrestling Videos — 
$19.95 each (+ $1.50 postage 
per tape) — choose from: 
#1001 Bruno Sammartino 
#1002 Wrestling’s Greatest 


Villains 

#1003 Wrestling’s Greatest 
Heroes 

#1004 Sgt. Slaughter & Co. 
#1005 Greatest AWA Matches 
#1006 The Road Warriors 
#1007 Larry Zbyszko 

#1008 Greatest AWA Tag 
Matches 


Slammers Wrestling Gym, 
run by Verne Langdon, is a 
wrestling fan’s & wrestler’s 
dream! 


Rent the ring at an hourly 
rate (instruction is also 
available). There is always 
something going on at 
Slammers! 


Located at 12165 Branford 
Street/Unit N, Sun Valley, CA 
91352. The telephone 
number is (818) 897-6603. Tell 
‘em GOLD BELT 
WRESTLING sent you! 


WRESTLING 
PHOTOGRAPHERS: 


Howard Baum, 333-09 Ives 
Dairy Road, North Miami 
Beach, FL 33179: thousands of 
posed & action pixs spanning 
20 years — $1.00 for list. 


Linda Cossey, 1356 Dewey 
Ave., Rochester, NY 14613: free 
list of photos for sale — send 
along a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope. 


Pete Lederberg, 3195 Foxcroft 
Road, F-316, Miramar, FL 
33025: thousands of photos 
from 1970 to present — $1.00 for 
list. 


Bob Miller, P.O., Box 951, 
Humble, TX 77347: free photo 
list (send s.a.s.e.) featuring 
NWA, USWA & WWF stars. 


Ginger Vinson, Route 3, Box 
328, Clyde, TX 79510: free list 
for s.a.s.e. 


A FREE GIFT FOR GOLD BELT 


READERS ONLY! 


Thank you wrestling fans! 


To express our deepest appreciation to each and every one of our terrific readers, we'd like to send you a FREE 
surprise gift 


Just send two first class stamps to cover postage and we'll rush our mystery gift to you! 
ORDER FORM 
SEND TO: GOLD BELT WRESTLING 

P.O. BOX 1917 MURRAY HILL STATION 

NEW YORK NY 10156 


YES...PLEASE SEND ME THE SURPRISE MYSTERY GIFT-THANK YOU. 


name. 


address. 
city. state. zip. 


Thanks for purchasing our magazines-we want to be your number one source for news and information on the 
world's most exciting sport- professional wrestling! 


RICK MARTEL: 


CONFIDENCE + 
ARROGANCE = 


CHAMPIONSH 


& 


-~ 


“The Model’’ snarls at the crowd. Has greatness gone to his head? 


photo: Matt DeLuca 


SS 
The former AWA World champion and three-time WWF tag team 
titleholder has really come into his own as of late with his 
newfound persona as “The Model.” No one can deny that the man 
has it all — good looks, tremendous physique and dynamic moves. 
Will an inflated ego bring Rick closer to the top rung of WWF 
contention, or will it he his downfall? 


For years, Rick Martel was 
loved by the fans. In turn, he 
respected them as well as his 
opponents. However, these 
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days Rick has changed his atti- 
tude and he no longer tries to 
control an explosive temper 
which has been known to flare 


IPS ? hy Sandy Deluca 


up often without warning. He 
now only grows more vicious, 
dangerous and seemingly 
powerful whenever backed into 
a corner or threatened by an op- 
ponent. 

It is said that within Rick 
Martel burns an overwhelming 
rage. A rage which can only be 
quenched by his gaining victory 
in the ring. . .in any way he 
can. 

It may be that his anger 
stems from the injuries which 
he has suffered in the ring. 
These injuries caused him 
months of anguish and pain; 
once at the hands of Stan Han- 
sen and another by Demolition. 

Whatever the reason for 
Rick’s new fiery and villainous 
attitude, you’ve got to admit that 
it certainly holds an alluring ap- 
peal. And you've also got to ad- 
mit that he is aman who most 
definitely has it all. This holds 
true whether the fans are boo- 
ing him or cheering him on. 
He's good-looking, has a great 
body and is a master of some of 
the most dynamic moves known 
to wrestling. Among them are 
his hair-splitting drop kicks, 
devastating slingshot, 
amazing flying head scissors 
and Boston crab (which 
caused Jim “The Anvil” Nied- 
hart to submit the WWF tag 
team title to Rick and Tito 
Santana). 


Martel is also extremely intel- 
ligent. He spends a great deal 
of time studying and training; 
often carefully reviewing tech- 
niques, moves and styles of the 
champions from the past as 
well as his current competition. 

Rick Martel began his career 
at seventeen and was largely in- 
fluenced by his older brother, 
Michael, who himself was a 
grappler. 

Even in the early days Rick 
possessed an unrelenting 
desire for victory. His determi- 
nation paid off as he reigned as 
AWA World Champion for 
twenty straight months. It is said 
that his stamina was 
phenomenal during this period. 
He battled, without showing any 
signs of fatigue or strain, in 
some of the most lengthy and 
grueling matches of his career. 

It seemed that Rick Martel 
had the world on a string. 
However, as often throughout 
his career, “lady luck” decided 
to turn her back on him when 
Stan Hansen repeatedly 
slammed Rick into a steel ring- 
post outside of the ring. His low- 
er back was injured. 
Nonetheless, he insisted that 
he go on to battle Hansen four 
days later in a title match which 
was to take place at the 
Byrne/Meadowlands Arena in 
New Jersey. 

On December 29, 1985 Stan 
Hansen stripped Rick Martel of 
the AWA title. Due to the injuries 
he suffered in St. Paul, MN four 
days earlier, Rick just did not 
have the stamina to withstand 
Hansen's “Brazos Valley Back- 
breaker” (actually the Boston 
Crab with a few of Hansen's 
own variations). Finding the 
pain too much to bear, Rick 
submitted and the strap was 
awarded to Hansen. 

After careful examination, it 
was found that Hansen had 
badly injured and impaired the 
lower area of Rick’s back. 


It would appear that a major WWF 
championship awaits this magnificent 
mat master in the very near future. 


photo: Sandy DeLuca 


Even in the early days, Rick possessed an unrelenting, fiery 
determination for victory. His determination paid off as he reigned 
as AWA World champion for twenty straight months. 


Nonetheless, after a short rest, 
he insisted upon returning to 
his career in wrestling. Due to 
his extraordinary strength, sta- 
mina and unbelievable ability to 
overcome pain, Rick amazed 
both physicians and fans alike 
by returning to the ring so 
quickly. 

Approximately three years 
ago, he was riding the waves of 
success once again, as he 
managed to capture the WWF 
tag team title with Tito Santana 
(it was the third time Rick held 
the title). The fans just loved 
these two handsome grapplers 
known as Strike Force. They 
awed entire arenas as they 
combined their aerial skills with 
grace and agility. Even when 
Demolition stripped them of 
their title in March of 1988, dur- 
ing Wrestlemania IV, Martel, 
along with his partner, began a 
relentless war against Ax and 
Smash to regain the title. It 
looked as though they could 
pull it off until Demolition 
savagely attacked Martel during 
a title match. 


Once again Rick’s back was 
injured along with the back of 
his neck. Doctors said that he 
would never wrestle again, 
nevertheless, after seven 
months, Rick Martel returned to 
the ring. 

However, he had changed! 
He seemed tougher, more bitter 
and filled with a new fiery tem- 
perament. Rick Martel had be- 
come an angry and dangerous 
man! Yet, he has become the 
type of villain that holds a cer- 
tain type of appeal to the fans. 
He's exciting, unpredictable and 
still has managed to maintain 
an alluring charm. 

Martel’s new image is proba- 
bly one of the best changes 
which the WWF has seenina 
very long time. So let his temper 
flare, let his opponents cringe at 
the thought of falling victim to 
his Boston crab, and let the fans 
“boo” him! He’s rough, he's 
handsome, he’s got it all! And 
being a bit nasty on top of it all 
makes one heck of a vil- 
lain. . .the kind that keeps fans 
coming back for more!! 
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Once again, GOLD BELT WRESTLING takes a look at today’s rising 
rookie sensations, who are the future stars and champions of the 
grappling game! 


TIM TALL TREE is not a newcomer to the wrestling wars, but he has certainly 
become the grappling game's best kept secret over the past ten years. A highly 
skilled second generation wrestler (his father is Tom Renesto), Tim has thrilled 
fans throughout the United States and has chalked up impressive victories in 
Michigan (for the defunct World-Wide Sports promotion) and in California for 
Gene LaBell’s NWA group in the early 1980's and more recently in the A..W.A 

based out of Los Angeles. photo: Ed Ahrens 


THE TASMANIAN DEVIL is a rugged Aussie 
bloke who is rising to the very top of the 
Northeast Championship Wrestling rankings. 
‘Tas”’ has all of the necessary ingredients to 
make it big in the coming years. 

photo: Sandy DeLuca 


BULL BRODEY — 
a six-foot-two, 395-pound brawler 
from Long Island, New York has been 


wrestling on the East coast independent 
circuits for the past two years, and looks 
forward to eventually making his mark 
with one of the major league promotions 
in the near future. photo: Richard Nieves 


9 i THE EXECUTIONERS are the current tag team champions for 
“v 


i i f Blandon, PA 
Wrestling Alliance, based out 0! PA 
oh Patel the terrible tandem is the popular combination 


1 of Larry Winters and Jeff Grippley. 


GOLD BELT WRESTLING 


SUPERS 
THaevaw 


COMBATESRORTSINEWSUENLER 


THE SAMOAN BULLDOG is a newcomer to the 


Sage wrestling scene of California. 
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ATTENTION 


AMATEUR WRESTLING 
Photographers 


Enter GOLD BELT WRESTLING'S Photo Contest 


Here's a great oportunity for all 35mm photographers. 
Send us a photo in either/or both categories- 1) POSED 2) ACTION 
= 


~~ 
¥ 
= 


We'll pick two winners each issue. They'll receive a giant wrestling grab bag chock fult of fantastic wrestling items 
as well as see their photo printed in our magazine along with their name, city and state. 


Don't delay- send your photos today to: 


Gold Belt Photo Contest 
P.O. Box 1917- Murray Hill Station 
New York, NY 10156 


THIS MONTH'S 
GOLD BELT 
PHOTO 
CONTEST | 


i 


| 


WINNERS @&. 
ARE.... 2 


Jerry Wilson of Columbus, Indiana takes our posed category with this wonderful photo 
of the late, great Bruiser Brody with young Shane Wilson. 


Jeri Jiriden of Poca, West Virginia for this pulse-pounding pix of Ric Flair 
and Lex Luger locked in mortal combat! 


SOUTHERN 


hy Dyane Kirkland Ps: 


OUNDUP! 


“ria 


v 


Popular Ranger Ross should be back with 
Georgia All-Star Promotions by the time you 
read this! photo: Joseph McCarthy 


The sizzling summer season has always brought tempers to their 
peak and this year’s rasslin’ harn-hurners have proven to be some 
of the fiercest confrontations that we've seen in quite some time! 
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It has been a quiet few 
months in the South—despite 
what some of the promoters 
keep trying to tell you—but | 
think we are going to see some 
changes in the next few weeks. 
Good changes, | hope. 

Florida Championship 
Wrestling was at death’s door 
when the idea of selling stock 
hit them. In an amazingly suc- 
cessful bit of business strategy, 
they have managed to raise 
capital to finance the new and 
improved promotion. Most of 
the faces are familiar, and the 
large amount of working funds 
wisely spent, could make them 
the rival of any promotion in 
both names and in TV 
production. 

Speaking of TV production, 
the more | see of Turner's World 
Championship (et al) produc- 
tions, the more it looks like he’s 
trying to beat Vince McMahon 
at his own game. Frankly, they 
all look so similar now that it’s 
hardly worth watching any of 
them. And for a while, Southern 
was slowly withering inthe 
wings. 

If you DO watch the Turner 
shows, you will notice the ab- 
sence of Joe Pedicino’s ‘Joe 
Pedicino Knows” segments. In 
what | understand to be a “leave 
willingly or not, just leave” sort 
of arrangement, Pedicino and 
the Turner productions have 
split company. | would bet the 
problem was over production — 
REAL production of the televi- 
sion programs. Pedicino had 
his heart set on producing the 
shows as he felt they should be. 

Turner’s “rule by committee” 
approach would have been 
hard for him to take. A true ad- 
venturer, however, Pedicino has 
made a move to draw the local 
independents into a formidable 
enemy of the Turner group. 

Pro-Wrestling 1990 is the 
name of Pedicino’s new show. 
During a convention of indepen- 
dent promoters, he has banded 
several together (Southern 
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Championship —once again be- 
ing called Georgia All-Star 
Wrestling—and, from my 
reports, the ICW, also some 
smaller independents in the 
South and as far as Texas.) Ina 
redux of his popular “Pro- 


Wrestling This Week” produc- 
tions, Pedicino will also bring in 
shows from around the world. 
My best guess is that this “total 
package” will run about three 
hours. It should replace the 
Turner segments on the local 


Many changes have taken place on the Southern circuits within the 
past few months. Finally, the regional promoters are putting the 
local talent to good use, and in the process, mat enthusiasts are 


returning to the smaller leagues in droves! 


“Nature Boy" Buddy Landell and Nikita Koloff have been feuding thoughout Kentucky 
as of late. photo: Kenneth Cantrell 


by. 


7 


The International Federation of Independent Wrestling Promoters is 
a newly formed organization which hopes to unite the various 
minor league offices with an emphasis placed on a free exchange of 
talent and promotional cooperation. 


The Nasty Boys against The Bounty Hunters is just one of the heated grudge wars on 


the Florida scene. Photo: Joseph McCarthy 
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“Superstars of Wrestling” pro- 
gram, now run by Boni Black- 
stone, and it will also be 
syndicated across the country. 

For Georgia wresting fans, 
this should be a blessing. The 
combination of smaller promo- 
tions into a league (now called 
the International Federation of 
Independent Wrestling 
Promoters), means talent and ti- 
tles freely switched from promo- 
tion to promotion. Georgia fans 
can watch a title defense by a 
Texas champion, and that our 
good people can find fans in 
other areas. Men who don't fit 
into Turner’s stable will still be 
widely known for their talent— 
and we are talking about some 
dynamite wrestlers who just are 
not willing to “sell out” to the 
NWA or the WWF. We can also 
expect to see people like Tony 
Atlas, Kerry von Erich and other 
top names back in Georgia. I’ve 
been told Ranger Ross has al- 
ready returned to the Georgia 
All-Stars lineup, and that’s a 
plus for Georgia, too. (It’s hard 
to meet a nicer guy—outside 
the ring, that is—than Ranger 
Ross!). I’m told there are negoti- 
ations going on with Tommy 
“Wildfire” Rich, but have not 
been able to talk with Tommy 
yet to get his thoughts on the 
matter. | think, however, that a 
match between Tommy Rich 
and Kerry von Erich would be 
something to see! 

It may sound a bit like these 
small promoters are getting in 
over their heads. In the past, 
big promotions like the NWA 
and WWF did not exist in this 
area, and leagues of smaller 
promotions kept the talent and 
the quality of wrestling high for 
the fans. To be honest—it is EX- 
ACTLY in this way that Georgia 
Championship became a major 
force in the nation and the 
world, until a succession of 
money-hungry, lackluster 
promoters ruined it. Besides his 
friendships with many small, 
and not-so-small U.S. 


promoters, Pedicino has good 
contacts in both The Orient and 
The Latin-American countries. 


— | 


place to be every Wednesday nig 
for NWA TV tapings! photo: Bob Mi 


Since the NWA roadshow au- 
diences have fallen, (due to too 
much television coverage), they 


The state of Georgia is a terrific place to catch a wide variety of 


wrestling promotions including the NWA. You'll be hard pressed to 


find another locale that offers the best in major and minor league 
professional wrestling. 


have had to cancel shows in 
some big arenas due to zero 
ticket sales. It is possible that 
Pedicino may be on his way to 
sweet revenge. 

My mailbag this month car- 
ried some questions from vaca- 
tioners about how to see 
wrestling in Georgia— 
specifically the TV tapings for 
the NWA. The NWA film their 
shows on Wednesday nights 
(usually) at 5:30 p.m., in the 
Center Stage Theater in down- 
town Atlanta. You do not have to 
pay for tickets, but you DO have 
to get them in advance at 
SEATS ticket outlets in Atlanta, 
and there is a $1.25 handling 
charge for each one! Just look 
up SEATS in the phone book, 
and call the closest one to 
where you are staying. The TV 
tapings are notorious for run- 
ning overtime, but the theater is 
an interesting place for them, 
and it can be fun. If you have 
very young children, however, 
make sure they have been fed 
and other chores handled be- 
fore going to the taping! They 
are not happy if you have to get 
up in the middle of a match to 
answer nature’s call! 

Georgia All-Stars tape every 
other Sunday at Math Field just 
southwest of Atlanta. Frequent- 
ly they also do a match in 
Apharetta (just north of Atlanta) 
on the same night as the TV 
taping. The Alpharetta show is 
put on at the Auction Barn, 
owned by Gordon Clements, 
president of Georgia All-Stars. If 
you want reservations, the 
schedule, or more information, 
you can call him at 
404/475-2232. 

Anyone coming to Atlanta 
wanting to see wrestling should 
call the promotion in advance, 
to find out the schedule. The 
NWA has done some local 
shows, but are out of town on 
most weekends. Still, if you do it 
right, you can see the show live, 
then watch yourself on TV a 
week later! 
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ARRIBA! It’s the war cry of a victorious Santana. photo: Nancy Stouffer 

It has been a full decade of 
consistency for Tito Santana. 
Beginning his illustrious career 

] in the World Wide Wrestling 
Federation in 1979, he quickly 
rose to the top of the heap by 
virtue of a sensational upset 
victory over The legendary 
Valiant Brothers for the WWWF 
World tag team championship. 
Tito, along with his partner, lvan 
Putski, proved to be fighting 
champions as they turned back 
the challenges of such noted 
stars as Swede Hanson & Baron 
Scicluna, Bobby Duncum & 
Ken Patera, Hussein Arab (The 
Iron Sheik) & Nicolai Volkoff as 
well as former champions Jerry 
& Johnny Valiant. 

On paper, the combination 
appeared to be destined for 
failure from day one, however 
Putski and Santana proved 
everyone wrong! Ivan, powerful, 
extroverted and stocky com- 
plemented Tito’s agility, stamina 
and speed in a way that no one 
could have imagined. Their 
unique styles merged into a 
working tandem that left an in- 
delible mark on the Federation's 
tag team scene. 

The title reign lasted several 
months, but ended abruptly one 
evening at The Philadelphia 
Spectrum, when Afa and Sika 
Anoai, The Wild Samoans, 
savaged the popular combina- 
tion and walked away with the 
gold straps. Within the span of 
one short season, Santana had 
tasted the sweetness of victory 
and the bitterness of loss. Over 
the course of the next ten years, 


TITO SANTANA: 

A WRESTLING STAR 
LOST IN TH E by Michael O'Hara 
SHUFFLE seodvaetmaians 


Ce 
While the World Wrestling Federation has drastically changed over 


the course of the last six years, Tito Santana remains true to his 
sport as he casts aside gimmicks and flash in order to perfect his 
craft. Can the dedicated mat star remain true to his convictions 

without losing his status in a game that is quickly filling up with 


steroid monsters and ring freaks? 


the Mexican mat master would 
experience those sensations 
time and time again. 

He was born Mercedes Solis 
in Mexico City, Mexico, where 
he lived for the first twelve years 
of his life with his parents, two 
sisters and older brother. The 
family eventually moved to 
Texas, where Tito quickly em- 
braced American pastimes 
such as football, basketball, 
track and some wrestling. In 
his youth, his first love was 
football and had hoped to make 
the gridiron his professional 
vocation. 

It was not until his freshman 
year at West Texas State Univer- 
sity that the true flicker of in- 
terest in the pro-mat sport began 
to take hold. He played tight 
end on the school’s football 
team, and made many close 
friends including another young 
athlete named Ted DiBiase, who 
just happened to be on the 
same team. The two men dis- 
cussed the options of becoming 
wrestlers or football stars. To be 
on the safe side, they trained for 
both sports, continuing with the 
ball team, as well as training 
with Dory and Terry Funk of 
Amarillo, Texas, two former 
World champions and alumni of 
West Texas State University. 

Upon graduation, he signed 
with The Kansas City Chiefs for 
one year and followed up with a 
year in the Canadian Football 
League. Finding the potential 
for greatness and pay scale 
less than encouraging, he be- 
gan to seek bookings on the 
pro-mat circuits. Under the 
name of Richard Blood, he bat- 


tled it out on the undercards in 
Texas, Florida, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Geor- 
gia and New Mexico. The tank 
town brawls were a great train- 
ing ground for the youngster as 


he progressed up the ladder to 
main event status. During his 
title reign as Texas tag team 
champion, along with partner 
Ted DiBiase, he was discovered 
by major league promoter, 
Vince McMahon, Sr., who liked 
what he saw in the hot- 
tempered Mexican rookie. 

He was given the ring name 
of Tito Santana by McMahon 
and spent the next few months 
proving himself against a stiff 
array of preliminaries such as 
Mr. X (Jack Evans), Mark Pole, 
Jose Estrada, Johnny Rodz and 


Classic good looks have made the popular star a hit with the teenyboppers. 
photo: Matt DeLuca 


Santana’s first claim to fame in the World Wrestling Federation 
occurred in 1979 when he upset the established Valiant brothers for 
the promotion’s version of the World tag team championship. Tito 
credits tag partner Ivan Putski for his tutelage during that 
formative period. The Polish star helped the rookie champion gain a 
hetter grasp of the business aspects of the mat sport. 
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Gypsy Rodriquez. He then 
found himself in the semi-main 
event status against the likes of 
“Bulldog” Brower, Swede Han- 
sen, Baron Scicluna and Stan 
“The Man” Stasiak. Santana 
came through with flying colors. 
His title reign with Ivan Putski 
finally established the Latin 
whirlwind as an honest to good- 
ness WWWF superstar! Itis a 
position that he’s held through- 
out the 1980’s and still main- 
tains as we enter into anew 
decade. 

As the WWF expanded, Tito 
found himself smack in the mid- 
dle of the action and excitement 


with another tag team title reign 
(with partner Rick Martel) and 
several stints as the Intercon- 
tinental heavyweight champion. 
Today, Santana still remains 
true to his sport as he casts 
aside gimmicks and flash in 
order to perfect his craft. By 
holding fast to his convictions, 
the no-nonsense grappler be- 
lieves he can hold on to his sta- 
tus despite the mat game's 
fascination with steroid mon- 
sters and ring freaks. 

At six-foot-two and 244-pounds, 
Tito was once considered a de- 
cent-sized competitor, but with 
the infusion of titanic terrors 


Although he stumbles and falls, he always comes back, better than ever! 
photo: Matt DeLuca 


At six-foot-two and 244-pounds, Tito was considered a decent-sized 


competitor ten years ago, but the entire sport has evolved to the 
point where the Mexican mauler finds himself going into matches 


as the underdog. 


such as The Ultimate Warrior, 
The Warlord and The Barbarian, 
the proud mat technician finds 
himself going into the ring as an 
underdog. In some instances, 
Santana has wrestled men who 
have held a weight advantage 
of close to one hundred 
pounds. That's not wrestling— 
it’s a massacre! 

The WWF star believes that 
the current wave of big men is 
merely a fad and that true abili- 
ty will always win out in the end. 
He has stated on several occa- 
sions that a complete wrestler is 
a balanced combination of 
coordination, skill, speed,tech- 
nique and strength. The 36-year 
old veteran sees a great deal of 
power in the ring, much more 
than ten years ago, but that 
other ingredients are sorely 
missing. He finds great strength 
a terrific asset, however many 
of today’s new stars are all mus- 
cle and no moves. 

Aperfect example is Santana’s 
ability to move around the ring 
with great speed, agility and 
coordination. Many of the 
musclebound opponents find it 
difficult to employ one of their 
few crushing holds due in large 
part to the fact that they are un- 
able to keep up with Tito’s pace. 
Eventually, the muscular mon- 
ster finds himself huffing and 
puffing on the canvas as the 
popular WWF staple gains 
another pinfall win. 

Few of the newcomers can be 
truly called athletes. Tito San- 
tana has the formula for 
wrestling greatness perfected. 

It is simply stated as a balance 
of everything. There are no 
weak links in Tito’s chain of ex- 
pertise. A cool head and 
genuine mat skills have kept the 
high-flying superstar from get- 
ting lost in the shuffle. After 
many of the bodybuilders have 
come and gone, Santana will 
still be here and continuing 


ees long his winning ways. 
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GOLD BELT WRESTLING is proud to present a special pictorial look 
at the great African-American wrestling stars who help make the 
grappling game exciting! 


They don’t come any bigger or badder than.KamalalesphotosBeb Willer 


“The Big Cat’’ Ernie Ladd struck fear 
into the hearts of every ring rival in 
the 1970's. photo: Pete Lederberg 


Tony Atlas: bodybuilding champion and superman of the squi ed circle! i ” 


Former gridiron star Ron Simmons is making his mark as a member of the powerhouse tag team known simply as DOOM! 
photo. Tom Kudas 


Bad News Brown (Alan Coage) is not only a rugged wrestler, 
but a bronze medal Olympic judoka! photo: Joe McCarthy 


Brickhouse Brown is a youngster currently 
making his mark in Florida. He’s a former Texas 
heavyweight champion. photo: Bob Miller 


“Lethal’’ Larry Cameron has gained an incredible 
reputation from his stint on the Stampede 

circuit in Calgary, Alberta, Canada and is 
expected to make it big in the United States 

in the very near future. photo: Connie Cook 
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Please return this 
questionnaire as soon 
as possible so that we 
can develop this publi- 

cation to meet the needs 

of our readers. 


send to: 
GOLD BELT Questionnaire 
P.O. Box 1917 Murray Hill Station 
New York 10156 
Thank You 


name age 
address 


How long have you been a wrestling fan? 
What are your favorite sections of this publication? (please check as many as needed) 
editorials __colorpinups __articles _ profiles _ nostalgia __ gossip _ photo essays 
—contests __b&wpinups __women wrestlers __wresilers from overseas 

~_ independent wrestling profiles _ other. 


What do you dislike about this publication? (please list) 


What would you like to see added or expanded in this magazine? (please list) 


List by number (in order of preference) your favorite wrestling promotions? _ WWF _ NWA 
__AWA __CWF _ Puerto Rico __USWA/WCCW/CWA __Japan __ICW _ Germany 
~_UWF _ women wrestling groups _ Oregon __Independents __WWA 

Mexico _ Stampede __Tomko promotions other (please list) 


Favorite types of wrestlers (please check) heroes __villains 
Favorite wrestling style__scientific _ brawling other (List) 
How many other fans read this copy of GOLD BELT WRESTLING? 

Do you know anyone interested in a subscription? _ yes. ___no 

Please list names & addresses of people who would be interested in obtaining more 
information concerning our publications? 


Do you purchase other wrestling publications? yes ___no 
If yes, which ones? (please list) 


What type of wrestling items do you buy? (please list) 


If you do not wish to cut this page out of the magazine, please answer all questions on asepa- ~ 
rate piece of paper or if you need additional space, use extra paper. 


PEN PALS ON PARADE 
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GOLD BELT WRESTLING is pleased to present the world’s greatest 
wrestling fans — our readers. Each issue we offer the largest 
selection of wrestling pen pals to he found in any magazine! 


Would you like to be a part of our ever growing list 
ud pen pals? It’s easy and fun, but best of all it’s 
FREE! 


Send your name, address, age, favorite wrestler(s) 
or promotion(s) and we'll add you to our pen pal 
club. Watch for your name and address in an 
upcoming issue of GOLD BELT WRESTLING. Send 
along a photo of yourself and we'll print that too! 


Send all information to: < ‘ 
PEN PAL PARADE c/o GOLD BELT WRESTLING Cheryl Cross (age 15), Box 10, Frog Lake, 
P.O. Box 1917 — Murray Hill Station Alberta, Canada TOA 1MO — wanted: fans 
New York, NY 10156 (ages 15-20) of Brutus Beefcake, The Ultimate 


Warrior, Bret Hart, Shawn Michaels 
& Demolition. 


Simon Merchant (age 13), 22 Enfield House, Stockwell Gardens Est., Stockwell, London, SW9 9HB, England — favorites: Bret Hart, 
Sting, Lex Luger, The Ultimate Warrior & Demolition. Simon would like to trade his European soccer magazines & videos for 
American wrestling mags & videos. 


April Sumner, 148 Brooklyn Street, North Adams, MA 02147 — favorites: Piper, Beefcake, The Rockers, Jake Roberts, The Ultimate 
Warrior, Tito Santana, Dusty Rhodes, Sapphire, Jim Duggan, The Bushwhackers, Ron Garvin & The Hart Foundation. 


Melody Dowers, RO. Box 475, Cayuga, IN 47928 — favorites: The Rockers, The R&R Express, ‘‘Flying’’ Brian, Beefcake, Hulk Hogan 
& other WWF stars. Melody is also looking for photos of The Rockers & Sting. 


Shelley Slane, Rt. 2 — Box 2165, Seligman, MO 65645 — favorites: NWA & WWF stars. 


Stephanie Wilson (age 12), 1552 20th Street N., Birmingham, AL 35234 — favorites: Hogan, Beefcake, Dusty, Flair, Sting, 
Demolition, The Rockers and many other top stars of the NWA & WWF. 


Renee Payne (age 23), RO. Box 1487 — MHC, Mars Hill, NC 28754 — favorites: Jim Cornette & The Midnight Express. 


Linda Rossano (age 16), 1819 Daly Street, Philadelphia, PA 19145 — favorites: Bret Hart, Hulk Hogan, Roddy Piper, Rick Rude & 
Rick Martel. 


Henry ‘‘Mega-tron’’ Fredrick, 2760 Dewey Avenue #3A, Bronx, NY 10465 — favorites: NWA & USWA wrestlers, Austin Idol, Jeff 
darrett, Bill Dundee, The Road Warriors, The Rockers & The von Erichs. 


Brenda Young (age 31), Box 741 — HCR 31, Jean, NV 89019 — favorites: Hogan, Rick Rude, Tito Santana, Jim Duggan & The Hart 
Foundation. 


Tina Cross (age 36), 103 Chatham Grove, Chatham, Kent, England — favorites: Bret Hart, Beefcake, The Ultimate Warrior, 
Jake Roberts, Demolition, Roddy Piper and Danny Davis. 
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John Sutton (age 9), 


2409 Rose Street #C, Honolulu, HI 96879 | 13 Cortland Drive, Loudonville, NY 12211 10 Luther Court, Winterville, NC 28590 
— favorites: Sting, Barry Windham, — favorites: Sting, The Road Warriors, — favorites: Hulk Hogan, Demolition, 
The Steiners, Demolition, BretHart, Kerry | Hulk Hogan, The Rockers, ? The Rockers, The Road Warriors & 

& Kevin von Erich, Roddy Piper, The Great | The Hart Foundation, The Ultimate Warrior | the Ujtimate Warrior. 

Muta & Nikita Koloft. & Demolition. 


Chris Ribbons (age 16), One Cleveland Park, Crescent, Walthamshow, London, England E17 7BT — favorites: Demolition, The Hart 
Foundation & other WWF stars. 


Jamie Reed (age 19), RO. Box 66, Maplewood, Ohio 45340 — wanted: female fans (ages 14-25) who are fans of Lex Luger. 
Matt Martinez, 3113 E. Lawndale Circle, Mesa, AZ 85213 — wanted: WWF fans who like to gossip! 


Darcy Chapman (age 15), 327 Buckley Drive, W. Suffield, CT 06093 — favorites: Hulk Hogan, Roddy Piper, Brutus Beefcake and 
would love to hear from Roddy himself! 


Steven Wong (age 12), 1016 E. 23rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90011 — favorites: Hogan, Beefcake, Jake Roberts, The Ultimate 
Warrior, Roddy Piper, The Road Warriors, Dusty Rhodes & Demolition. Wanted: VHS tapes of Wrestlemania V, Summer Slam '89 and 
Royal Rumble '90. 


Erin Arnold (age 13), 221 Orchard Avenue, Northwood, Ohio 43619 — favorites: Hogan, The Ultimate Warrior, Bret Hart, Beefcake, 
Jake Roberts & The Rockers. 
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BRIDE OF THE MONSTER! ! PLAN 9 FROM OUTER SPACE! 
STARRING PRO-WRESTLER-TURNED-MASTER TOR- MANIA 


e 
A 1959 CAMP CLASSIC - ARGUABLY 
THESPIAN, TOR JOHNSON & BELA “Count THE WORST MOVIE EVER MADE! IT 
Dracuca” LUGOSI. 


IS FAMOUS FOR SENSELESS DIA- 
Ep D. Woop, JuNior’s FINEST EPIC LOGUE, WEAK EFFECTS & BeLa Lu- 
FROM 1955 - COMPLETE WITH LOUSY 


GOSI'S DISAPPEARANCE IN MID~ 
ACTING, LAME SETS AND MUCH MORE - STORY (HE DIED DURING FILMING.) 
SO TERRIBLE, IT’S TERRIFIC !!!! 


ONCE AGAIN, WRESTLER-TURNED- 
A GOLDEN TURKEY AWARD WINNER actor, TOR JOHNSON sTEALS THE 
SEE! LuGos! IN A BATTLE-TO-THE- 


SCENES AND THE ENTIRE FLICK! 
DEATH WITH A RUBBER OCTOPUS! 
AMAZING! BULLET-PROOF ALLIGATORS! 
ROMANCE! Tor IN Love! 


ACTION! TOR CLOBBERS A RUBBER COMBAT SPORTS RECORDED ON NAME BRAND VHS TAPE 

SNAKE WITH BARE HANDS! P.O. Box 651 at SP speep - ONLY $19.95 (+ $3) 
VHS TAPE Now York, ‘New York 

RECORDED ON BRAND NAME 

at SP speep - ONLY $19.95 (+ $3) 10028-0011 CLASSICS ON VIDEO! 


“NINE” avso Features VAMPIRA, 
THE BEATNIK GHOUL-GAL, WHO MANY 
CLAIM WAS THE CHARACTER THAT 
ELVIRA PATTERNED “HER ACT” 
AFTER - DECIDE FOR YOURSELF! 


GOLD BELT WRESTLING 51 


e 9), 


2057 — 74th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204 | Rt. 2— Box 530, Rockwood, TN 37854 1693 Varni Court, Benicia, CA 94510 

favorites: Sting, The Dynamic Dudes, | — favorites: wrestlers working for the CWF | — favorites: Hulk Hogan, Curt Hennig, 

Man, Brian Pillman, The Road Warriors,}  jyWA promotions. The Big Boss Man & The Ultimate 
Hulk Hogan, Demolition & The Rockers. Warrior 


Maria Schatz (age 22), R.D. #4 — Box 200, Watertown, NY 13601 — wanted: serious fans of Ted DiBiase, Piper, Bret Hart, Hogan, 
Randy Savage, Dino Bravo, Demolition, Rick Martel, Sting & Lex Luger. 


Robyn Goodwin (age 30), 2 Kelsall Place, Spence, A.C.T., 2615, Australia — wanted: fans (ages 25-35) of the WWF especially The 
Ultimate Warrior, The Hart Foundation, Brutus Beefcake and Hulk Hogan. 


Mildred Gregory (age 22), 674 Hawthorne Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45205 — favorites: WWF & NWA good guys — wanted: male pen 
pals (ages 17+). 


Deanna Frei (age 20), 316 Orr Drive, Norman. OK 73071 — wanted: any information on becoming a wrestling valet. 


Brenda Burks (age 20), 4313 Mesa #B, Columbia, MO 65202 — favorites: The Ultimate Warrior, Ricky Steamboat, Sting, The Hart 
Foundation, The Road Warriors, The Rockers, Arn Anderson & Lex Luger. 


Anita Griffin (age 24), 807 N. Queen, Palestine, Texas 75801 — favorites: Jeff Jarrett and USWA wrestling. 


Steve Gerwick (age 18), 530 Concetta Drive, Monroe, M/ 48161 — wanted: female pen pals who are fans of NWA & WWF wrestling. 
Steve also has magazines & videos for sale. Send a s.a.s.e. for more information. 


Christi Orlowski (age 13), 4020 North 135 Street, Brookfield, WI 53005 — favorite: Miss Elizabeth! 
Ryan Tourgee, Box 191, Exeter, Rl 02822 — favorites: Ric Flair, Bret Hart, Owen Hart, Jeff Jarrett, Jimmy Valiant and Jim Neidhart. 


Wildfire, 9707 Kaufman Avenue, South Gate, CA 90280 — wanted: souvenirs of Brutus Beefcake, Bret Hart, The Ultimate Warrior and 
The Simpson Brothers. 


Henry Romero (age 14), 801 Olive Street # A, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 — favorites: The Ultimate Warrior, The Great Muta, Lex Luger, 
The Road Warriors, The Steiners & Jimmy Snuka. 


Gary Edgar, Jr. (age 20), G-3381 Clement Street, Flint, Ml 48532 — favorites: Hogan, The Ultimate Warrior, Big Boss Man, Dusty 
Rhodes, Beefcake, The Hart Foundation, Ric Flair & Norman. 


Christina Saenz (age 14), 828 Carbona, Dallas, TX 75217 — favorites: The Road Warriors, Cactus Jack, Chris Adams, Jeff Jarrett, 
Gary Young, Terry Funk, J.J. Funk and other stars of the NWA & USWA. 


Andrea Weeks (age 16), 1138 N. East Avenue, Panama City, FL 32401 — wanted: serious fans of the NWA, esp. ‘‘Flying’’ Brian, Z- 
Man, Sting, Flair, Midnight Express, The Road Warriors, The R&R Express & The Steiners. 


Adeline Swallow (age 18), 805 S. Elm, Muncie, IN 47302 — favorites: Sting, ‘‘Flying’’ Brian, Jake Roberts, Beefcake, Tito Santana, 
Koko B. Ware & The Rockers. 


Harriette Stone (age 25+), 1524 Park Road S.E., Atlanta, GA 30315 — wanted: pen pals (ages 25+) who are fans of Lex Luger, Sting, 
Sid Vicious, Scott Hall, The Road Warriors, The Ultimate Warrior & Roddy Piper. 
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ENTER THE WORLD OF COMBAT SPORTS™ 


Serving mat fans since 1976 as the number one pro-wrestling mail order gift center. 


HOW TO START A WRESTLING 
FAN CLUB 

A special nine step booklet gives 

you all the secrets on how to begin 

a fun & profitable fan club for your 

favorite wrestler. Only $5.00! 


WRITE TO YOUR FAVORITE 
WRESTLERS! 

This directory booklet gives you All 
the important addresses you'll 
need to reach the mat supersfars 
and the top wrestling promotions. 
Only $2.00 


N.W.A./ Dusty Rhodes 
BANDANNA 


N.W.A./ Dusty Rhodes ban- 
danna—$5.00 (+ 75¢ postage). Just 
like the one Dusty wears himself! 


A.W.A. MINI—MASHERS! 


Have a bombastic battle royal 
with this set of 8 two—inch tall 
wrestling figures which includes: 
Nick Bockwinkel, Nord the 
Barbarian,”Nature Boy” Ric Flair, 
Scott Hall, Stan “the Lariat” 
Hansen,Curt Henning, Larry 
Zbyszko and Boris Zhukov. 


ONLY $5,99 


Combat Sports Grab Bag $9. 50 

Each grabber is chock full of 
posters, programs, magazines, 
photos, news Clippings and sur- 
prises galore-Grab a Grab Bag 
today! 


Send to: 


Include $3.00 post. for 
leach video ordered 


PRO-WRESTLING VIDEOS! 
VHS format only! Only $19.95each 


—choose from: 

#1001 Bruno Sammartino 

#1002 Wrestling's Greatest 
Villains 

#1003 Wrestling’s Greatest 
Heroes 

#1004 Sgt. Slaughter & Co. 

#1005 Greatest AWA Matches 

#1006 The Road Warriors 

#1007 Larry Zbyszko 

#1008 Greatest AWA 

Tag Matches 


Available only by mail-not sold in 
any store. ORDER TODAY! 


PRO-WRESTLING VIDEOS! 
VHS format only! Only $29.95each 


Available only by mail-not sold in 


RARE WRESTLING MAGAZINE 
any store. ORDER TODAY! 


FOR SALE! 


WRESTLING magazine, Vol. 1, No. 
1 (January 1951) was one of the 
very first sports publications 
devoted exclusively to the pro 
grappling game. This rare, first edi- 
tion Collector's item includes 
Stories and photos of all the 
legends of the mat including An- 
tonino ‘‘Argentina’’ Rocca, 
Gorgeous George, Lou Thesz and 
countless others. This is a unique 
opportunity to own a real part of 
wrestling’s history! 


ONLY $35.00! (+$5.00 postage/ 
insurance) to: 


Combat Sports Vol. | 

Classic Wrestling Video 
Legendary match action featuring: 
Gorgeous George, Antonio 
“Argentina” Rocca’ Fred Blassie, 
Joe "the Champ" Pazendak, 
Wilbur Snyder, Karl von Hess and 
many more! (2 hrs., B&W) 


Combat cpus Vol. I! 

Classic Wrestling Video 

The greatest mat stars including: 
Wild Red gid the GreatBolo, 
“Handsome” Johnny Barrend, Bill 
Melby, Tom Rice, Warren 
Bockwinkel, the Jungle Boy, Alo 
Lai Lani and others! (2hrs., B&W) 


HANDY ORDER FORM 


Combat Sports 

P.O. Box 651-Gracie 
Station 

New York, N.Y. 
10028-0011 


Foreign orders: Submit postal TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 
Money orders in U.S. funds. Add 
$6.00 for 1st item plus $4.00 for a 


each additional item to cover air 


mail postage. 


State Zip 


AN EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW WITH THE 
IRISH LEPRECHAUN! 


interview by Sandy Deluca photos by Matt Deluca 


. a ; ; c GB: How long have you been 
Fans in the Northeast region of the United States are delighted whenever the Irish wrestling? 


imp is booked on an independent card. L: About 4 years now. | was 
trained by Killer Kowalski, 
who happens to be the big- 
gest influence of my career. 

GB: Are there any other people 
in the business who have 
influenced you? 

L: Afa and Sika, The Wild Sa- 
moans, have taught me a 
great deal about wrestling. 

GB: How do you feel about 
working on the indepen- 
dent circuit? 

L: | love it! | have the opportu- 
nity to meet many of the big 
stars in the business, and 
it’s a great way to make a 
name for myself as well. I’m 
young and have lots of 
energy, so I’m going to take 
full advantage of all the op- 
portunities that the in- 
dependent circuit has to 
offer me. 

GB: How do you feel about the 
future of the independents? 

L: | think that eventually they 
will be in control of the 
sport. Promotions, like the 
NCW (Northeast Champi- 
onship Wrestling), realize 
that they have big talent 
available to them. As long 
as they ate in the position 

Ca to pay the money, and offer 

Saints preserve us! The Irish Leprechaun is searching for his pot of the work, they'll keep get- 

gold by meeting and defeating the very best grapplers in the midget... heh? lag ea chee 

division. This mighty mite from the Emerald Isle gives us an insight RWW SdecisiOntOnno 

into his travels and trickery in an exclusive interview for GOLD longer use midgets in their 

BELT WRESTLING! shows? : 

ms |: | think that the fans like to 
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SUBSCRIBE TO 


POWERSLAM WRESTLING! 


Each issue of POWERSLAM WRESTLING is chock-full of dropkicks and 
piledrivers from around the world. Don’t you dare miss all of the action! 
Avoid the possibility of a sellout tomorrow — subscribe today! 


send your check or money order to: GOBE PUBLISHING 
P.O, Box 1917 — Murray Hill Station 
Subscription Dept. PW 


New York, NY 10156 

Please send me: 6 issues a year of POWERSLAM WRESTLING for $1750 

Foreign subscriptions: 6 issues of POWERSLAM WRESTLING for $2750 

(Please note: outside of the United States, send international postal money 

orders in U.S. funds or bank checks, in'U.S, funds, drawn on U.S. banks.) 
name. 
address 
Cll ce a pe Sees 8 ts sl gle 2) aie a ed lg ok Da 

ORDER BY CREDIT CARD! 
VISA MASTERCARD 

Acct. # Expires Signature 


: If you do not wish to cut out this coupon, we will accept written orders os : 
on plain paper. 


This ring rascal always makes time for his avid fans. 


GB: Leprechaun, who have 
been your toughest op- 
ponents? 

L: Tiger Jackson and Little 
Louie. Right now | am feud- 
ing with Jackson through- 
out the country. However, | 
also have my sights set on 
taking the midget title from 
Little Louie. It’s just a mat- 
ter of time. 


Louie has been around for 
17 years. He has a lot of ex- 
perience, but I’m younger 
and stronger. It won’t be 
long before | wear him 
down and take the belt. 

GB: What are your favorite 
moves? 

L: | like to use the splash. It 
stuns my opponents and 
leaves them wide open for 
the pin. 

GB: Anything else? 

L: Hey, I’m arulebreaker! If 
have to cheat, I’ll cheat! 
Dirty tactics are a must for 
me, especially if I’m losing 
the upper hand. | also like 
to make my opponents 
bleed! Like | said, Killer 
Kowalski is my biggest in- 
fluence. Remember the 
ways he tortured his oppo- 
nents? The man was mer- 
ciless!! 

GB: Thank you for those com- 
ments, Leprechaun! Now 
can you tell me about your 
plans for the future? 

L: | want to make it big and 
make a great deal of money 
in this business. Even after 
| leave the sport, | want 


see the midgets. Some us back. people to remember the 
people tell me that they go GB: Do you think that Titan will Irish Lerpechaun. 
out just to see us wrestle. ever bring you guys back? ~— GB: Any advice to the young 
Titan would probably draw L: Time will tell. It would be to people starting out in 
more people if they brought their benefit if they did. wrestling? 
Ps 1: Stick with it! Live, sleep 
“1 have the opportunity to meet many of the hig stars in the and eat wrestling. . .and 
: A 1, you'll make it. Also, if you 
husiness. It’s a great way to make a name for myself as well. I'm have to cheat, that’s okay 
young and have lots of energy, so I'm taking full advantage of all too! 
the opportunities that the independent circuit has to offer me.” GB: Thank you, Leprechaun. 
THE IRISH LEPRECHAUN L: Thank you and Gold Belt 
Wrestling. 
EEE ee a Ss ea) 
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HOW CAN WE OFFER 
THIS RUGGED 


SPORTS WATCH 


FOR ONLY 


oth ERS 


& 


REOTECTION 


It's a fact. While limited inventory lasts, 
you may now order this high-style Sports 
Astro-Tech Quarlz Watch for ONLY $2. 


How is this giveaway price possible? It 
sounds almost too good to be true. 


But it IS true. The simple fact is this... 


has made a 
daring arrangement with one of the 
world's most renowned watch makers. 
We are pooling our resources. They 
are providing thousands of their finest 
top-of-their-line Sports watches. We 
are putting up the money for a major 
advertising campaign. 


By careful tracking of responses, we 
hope to learn a number of important 
facts about watch merchandising. 
You may see other ads offering similar 
timepieces at $14.95 or more. BUT YOU 
ARE LUCKY because the magazine in 
your hands right now features our almost 
unbelievable price of ONLY $2. 


Features found In nationally 
advertised watches 
costing much, much more 


This watch features a super-powered 
Astro-Tech movement that never 
needs winding and is so reliably 
accurate you will use it to time major 
sports events. 


A split-second Star-Scope Calendar 
displays month, date, hour, minute, 


second - with uncanny accuracy. 
There's also a color-coded Rotating 
Bezel. Use your Sports watch to 
perform under the toughest conditions. 
Wear it when fishing, boating, water- 
skiing, jogging, playing tennis, squash, 
mountain climbing - its super-touch 
flexible band and protectively re- 
cessed chronoface shrug off abrasion, 
stains, sweat, ice, snow, cold, heat. 


Unconditional Money-Back Guarantee 


This watch will not be sold by us in any 
store. There is a limit of five (5) 
watches per address at this $2 price. 
You must be 100% pleased or return 
watch(es) within 30 days of receipt for 
a full refund, no questions asked. 


To get your watch(es), mail the orig- 
inal printed coupon on this page (no 
xeroxes or hand-made copies will be 
accepted) before limited inventdry is 
exhausted, 


Enclose $2 for each watch 
requested - limit five watches per 
address - plus only $1 postage and 
handling for each watch you order... 


FREE JEWELRY 


This is NOT a ‘must’, but if you enter your 
birth aate on the coupon, we'll celebrate 


your next birthday by sending you a FREE 


GIFT. There will, of course, be no 
obligation on your part. 


@ Handsome one-piece flexible band 
resists abrasion, stains, mold, 
dampness, heat, sweat, common 
and uncommon chemicals. 


@ Perpetual Calendar displays month 


and date, along with hour, minute, 
second - automatically. 


@ Sturdy construction. Drop it, bang 
it, step on it. Put it to any and 
every test. 


@ Pushbutton illumination lights dial 
electrically. 


@ Stop-watch feature for timing 
sports, phone calls, testing car 
acceleration. 


@ Rotating color-coded Bezel records 
elapsed time. 


OFFER 


BEST VALUES, 

4420 Avenue of the Amerlcas 
Sulle 4020 

New York, NY 10036 


Please send me Sports Watch(es) at 
only $2 each plus $1.00 postage and handling 
for each watch, | must be 100% satisfied or! 


may return watch(es) within 30 days of 
receipt for a full refund. 


Print Name. 


Address, 


City. State____ Zip. 


aaa cena To 


$ 2 RUGGED SPORTS WATCH 


Lo------- -----------J 


POWERSLAM 


PAPARAZZ] 01201-0200 


GOLD BELT WRESTLING goes behind the scenes to bring you a 
glimpse into the private lives of your rasslin’ favorites! 


“Pretty Boy”’ Larry Sharpe doesn't think too highly of The 
Bushwhackers during a recent New Zealand tour. 
photo: Dave Cameron 


Chris Adams’ wife and baby boy take their turns on the gym 
equipment. photo: Bob Miller 


58 Gop BELT WrestiinG 


Hulk Hogan gives everyone a ‘‘thumbs up"' from within his car 
photo: Linda Cossey 


Kevin von Erich relaxes 

‘é after another hard fought 

battle. photo: Bob Miller 
$9 

“ 


Larry Sharpe's newest protégé, The Royal Viking, poses with another mat hopeful during a tour of New Zealand. 
photo: Dave Cameron 


Nikita Koloff ‘‘clowns around”’ for our photographer. 
photo: Tom Outten, Jr. 


RECCTECTCECCE CECE CCE CEE CEE CE CECE ECE CEE CECE CCE ER Cee ee eee eee ee eee eee 


ee Ye The Best of 


a WOMEN'S PROFESSIONAL 


a MCE 


VOLUME4 * x 


Six girl Tag Team Match 
2 out of 3 Fall Match 


VOLUME 2 
Five matches starring: 
Candi Devine vs Joyce Grable 


en . 
Olympia Baey Face Nelli’ Bambi vs Debbie Combs with 
Ashley Ryan Linda Dallas maf, Cora'Combs 

Indian Strap Match* Heidi lee y, Peggy Lee 

Kat Laroux vs The Lock Morgan Leather 

U.S. Ladies Champion x Jean Kirkland Susan Green 

Cc & vs & 


Candy Devine vs Peggy Patterson 
Brandy Mae vs Peggy Lee Leather 
Dynamite Interview: 

Misty Blue challenges 

Madusa Miceli 
World Title Championship Match 

Heidi Lee Morgan vs 

Madusa Miceli 


Ramona Isabell Katy Kincaid 
Susan Sexton vs O’'Sheena 


“Bunkhouse Battle Royal” 
For the first time ever, over 25 
professional lady wrestlers nh? 


the ring at the same time ¥ 


4, 
ae 


STLING “ 


4 


VOLUME 3 
Debbie Combs Candy Devine 
& vs & 
Madusa Miceli Brandy Mae 
w/Cora Combs, mgr * 
Debbie Combs confronts Misty Blue 
about her so-called title! 
Kat Laroux vs Susan Green 
Handicap Match at 
O’Sheena 
& vs Peggy Patterson 
Katy Kincaid 
Heidi Lee \, Baby Face 
Morgan 5 Nellie 
Tag Team Championship Match 
Olympia Peggy Lee Leather 
& & 


Vs 


Bambi Donna Day 


First time ever — All Women’s Professional Wrestling tape includes Indian Strap match, 
Bunkhouse Battle Royal, Six Girl Tag Team, Handicap match plus championship bouts 
t $39393333999939999999999999999999999999999999999999999333933333 


PROFESSIONAL Tapes — each $15.00 


0.00 Cash 
ia on apes) $3 [] Check or money order (personal 


Order from: WARNE 


R 
4120 Avenue of the Americas 
Sulte 4020 


New York, NY 10036 Volume 1 
Volume 2 
(J Volume 3 
NEW VIDEOS a i 
Shipping & Handling Ses = 8 
$3.00 Sorry, no C,O.D. iG 
VHS and Beta Format — $6.00 for 3 or N 
more tapes folate) 
$ Address 
TOTAL $ Zip 
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photos by Deborah Bradyan. 


Charlotte, North Carolina is well-known as an NWA hot spot, but it 
is also known as the home of The Mid-Atlantic Gym, which is 
owned and operated hy former NWA World champion, Ricky “The 
Dragon” Steamboat! 
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The prominent neon sign says it all! 


icky is more than happy to work with and answer the questions 
of his clients. 3 GOLD BELT WRESTLING 63 


7 


NORMAN’S 
SECRET PAST! 


Nognan.uses his amp Poundage to flatten every opponent—much to the delight of his 
: a admire pig Michael O'Hara 


COLISEUM | 
. SPR ME TY 


= 


Don’t let those wacky antics fool you! Norman is far from being a \ Here’sa Gd photo of the NWA's 
lunatic as his ten years of pro-ring experience continues to provide tera ae Sey cone 
a strong foundation on which he is building an incredible reputation being as popular as his current peculiar, 


as a stellar attraction on the National Wrestling Alliance circuit. photo: Tom Burke 


Norman, whose real name is Michael Shaw, received his first taste 
of success in 1981 while campaigning under the Al Tomko 
promotional banner in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Using 
the name of “Klondike Mike,” the massive youngster gained many 
important victories over the likes of The Torrez Brothers, Igor 
Volkoff, Terry Adonis and Rocky Dellasera. 


Traveling on te Stu Hart's Stampede Promotions in Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada, he competed under the name of Makhan Singh 
and gained valuable experience againt rugged competitors such as 
Jerry Morrow, Bruce Hart, Goldie Rodgers, The Great Gama and 
Ron Starr. 


After a short stint as a rulebreaker, under the management of Teddy 
Long, Norman found himself on top of the NWA’s popularity poll. 
His playful demeanor and winning ways have made him the 
people's champion, and it’s a title he holds with great pride. 
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N THE RISE: 


iL 


“Awesome Al Mac is aman to 
: keep your eye ont 


This brawling Boston had hoy is well on his way to making it big on 
the pro-mat scene. Starting out as the full-time bodyguard of 
megastar Jack Nicholson, Al knew that his size and strength would 
lead him to fame and fortune. 


Al poses with another young star, ‘‘Gorgeous:’ Chris Duffy. 


Besides his activity in the ring and bodyguard work, “The 
Awesome One” also played pro-foothall for the now defunct USFL 
and won The Toughest Bouncer in Boston award for three 


consecutive years in a row! 


He is six-foot-seven and 
weighs 320 pounds. Although 
he has been wrestling for only 
two years, he is considered one 
of the Boston area’s most 
promising young grapplers. 

His name is “Awesome” Al 
Mac. He is the man who likes to 
wrestle as if he were “brawling 
in the streets of Boston.” 

In arecent conversation 
which | had with him, he said, “I 
make up my own rules as | go 
along. | like to toy with my oppo- 
nents and when it comes time 
for the pin, | know deep in my 
gut that it’s right. . .as when I’m 
fighting in an alley way or down 
by the docks. Something comes 
over me and | just know it’s time 


66 GOLD BELT WRESTLING 


to move in on my target.” 

He went on to say, “I definitely 
use my size to my advantage 
when in the ring. | don’t rely on 
technical skills. | rely on sheer, 
brute strength!” 

Al's background outside of 
wrestling is also quite interest- 
ing. When he resided in the Los 
Angeles area, a few years back, 
he was Jack Nicholson's full- 
time bodyguard. Even today, 
when Jack comes to Boston for 
one of those famous Cel- 
tics/Lakers games, he con- 
tinues to call Al to accompany 
him to the Boston Garden. I’m 
sure that “The Joker” can rest 
assured that he is well protect- 
ed with the “awesome” one by 


his side. 

In addition to playing USFL 
football, Al won “The Toughest 
Boston Bouncer” award for 
three years straight (1984, 1985 
and 1986). The event consisted 
of aseries of grueling tests. 
There were weight lifting com- 
petitions, obstacle courses and 
high jumping contests. Al says 
that you actually have to heave 
a 180-pound man to test how far 
you can throw. Talk about 
sadistic! 

Mac's wrestling career is cer- 
tainly keeping him busy these 
days. He can be seen on 
numerous independent cards 
throughout New England. He 
often teams up with the rough 
and tumble Rocky Raymond; 
the current New England title- 
holder. 

In addition, Al tells me of his 
special relationship with Tony 
Rumble. One evening, while at- 
tending a Laker’s game with 
Nicholson, the self-proclaimed 
“Boston Street Fighter” met up 
with Rumble. It seems that the 
two men had similar styles and 
beliefs. They went on to forma 
tag team called “The East West 
Connection”. (Al likes to boast 
that his original roots lie in Man- 
hattan Beach, CA.) 

At this particular point in time 
the two men are considered to 
be top contenders for the ICW 
tag team championship. 

However, Al says, “My future 
is up for grabs! My goal is to be 
World Heavyweight champ.” 

| asked if he meant the ICW, 
WWF or even NWA World 
championship. He quickly an- 
swered, “I mean the world! The 
whole world, baby! ’Cause | 
haven't come across anybody 
who's bigger or stronger than | 
am!” 

Alll can say is that this man 
truly lives up to the name “Awe- 
some”. I’m sure that the “Boston 
Street Fighter” will go quite far 
in the wrestling world. Good 
luck, AL, and thank you. 


THE L.PW.A. HAS ARRIVED! 


* neta oe 
MMMM 


immer. 


Mccain 


i) 


we et — a “ bane <— - 
Fast-paced action by determined athletes is what separates this women’s alliance from their inferior competitors. 
The Ladies Pro-Wrestling Association has quickly risen to the very 
top of the heap as the premier mat promotion dedicated to matching 
the finest female talent in no-holds-barred competition. 
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photos by Jon Simmes 


Ripe 4 4 See alti 
Kat LeRoux has LPWA champion, Susan Sexton in dire 

straits, however the popular Australian sensation turned the 

J lad her championship. 

ye al Mem 


¥ 


rat 
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Unlike other women’s leagues, the LPWA boasts an impressive 
array of seasoned stars, many of whom have competed in such 
well-established organizations as the WWF NWA and AWA. 


Misty Blue and Heidi Lee Morgan are the current 
LPWA World tag team champions. 


anager *Exotic’’ 
Adrian Street comes to 
the aid of his 
grapplerette, 
Miss Linda. 


THE WRESTLING KAHU 
INSIDER FILES! 


Kahuna-freaks and grappling 
geeks and welcome to another 
warped whirl through the wres- 
tling world! As usual, editor 
Michael O’Hara keeps a tight 
rein on my ramblings and has 
confined me to three pages. 
Personally, | think GOLD BELT 
WRESTLING should publish an 
80-page WRESTLING KAHUNA 
SPECIAL! (Oh well, Vincent 
Van Gogh was misunderstood 
too!) Let’s get right to the news! 
WWF: Ever since Hulk Ho- 
gan lost the World champion- 
ship to The Ultimate Warrior at 
Wrestlemania VI, the tabloids 
have been working overtime as 
they've been churning out one 
outrageous lie after another. So 
far, I've heard that there’s a sui- 
cide watch on the former cham- 
pion; doctors have warned 
Hogan about serious injury in 
the ring after an alleged heart 
attack scare and my favorite — 
he’s leaving the grappling game 
to become a preacher! Sorry 
folks, every single one of those 
beauties are 100% false. (May- 
be these tabloid writers should 
go to work for our competitors. 
Do you ever get a load of the 
humdingers published in rival 
rasslin’ rags — OH BROTHER!) 
. : It’s still too soon to say how 
Move over Ted DiBiase! It’s ‘The Million Dollar Kahuna’’ and his bodyguard, Finster. popular The Ultimate Warrior is 
es 8 at the helm of the WWF. | don't 
In each issue of GOLD BELT WRESTLING, we are pleased to present think that he's actually added or 


: ‘ int ___ taken away from the box office 
that self-made man/manmade-legend of the grunt ‘n’ groan world raesilits, so you canttreally 


THE WRESTLING KAHUNA! commend him or condemn him. 


Judging from fan reaction at the 


é te a. J : ? 
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bombastic habblings by The 
Wrestling Kahuna 
Iluminating Wustrations hy Vivian 
“Shortcake’’ McAlexantler 


live arenas, they don’t seem to 
care too much one way or the 
other. 

While on the subject of the 
champion, is there anyone out 
there who can give this wildman 
areal run for his money? Let’s 
face it — all the serious 
challengers for the crown were 
vanquished by The Hulkster. 
The only two men on the U.S. 
mat scene capable of generat- 
ing any interest would be Tug- 
boat Thomas, wrestling as The 
Big Steel Man once again and 
Bam Bam Bigelow. | think the 
WWF really missed the boat, 
when they brought The Bam- 
mer in as a “good guy.’ Could 
you imagine what great battles 
he and Hogan might have had? 


| don't care what anyone says 
— “Playboy” Buddy Rose has 
talent under all of that, uh, ex- 
cess baggage. Hey! All of us, 
pleasantly plump pinup boys 
have to stick together! 

NWA: Looks like the NWA will 
finally have FOUR members of 
The Four Horsemen barber- 
shop quartet. Barry Windham 
should be back in the fold by 
the time you read this, so bar- 
ring any unforseen injuries or 
accidents, he'll join Flair and 
The Andersons as part of the 
feared foursome. 

lve heard that Ox Baker was 
originally scheduled to come 
into the NWA as the manager of 
“Mean” Mark Callis, but a snag 
in the negotiations sent the 
whole deal spiraling down to 
the ground. Too bad, as Ox 
would have made a nice addi- 
tion to the Alliance's troupe. 


~ 
(a) 
fas’ 
ha 


an ©V.McAlexander 1989 


The verdict is still out on The Ultimate Warrior. Will he ever be able to achieve the 


same level of popularity as Hulk Hogan? 


Through the ol’ grappling 
grapevine comes word that the 
NWA is very interested in ob- 
taining the services of Kerry & 
Kevin von Erich, as well as 
Scotty “The Body” Levy. A 
quick note to WCW executive 
vice president Jim Herd — GO 
FOR IT! 

| don’t know about the rest of 


you, but | never get tired of 
watching The Steiner Brothers 
in action. Man! Are those guys 
fantastic or what! Rick and 
Scott could easily make it as 
single competitors besides 
spending all of their energies in 
the tag team division. 

PWF: In spite of small 
crowds, Pro-Wrestling Florida 
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Rick Steiner has proven himself to be one of the most gifted athletes in 
the wrestling profession today! 


Despite the dominance of the WWF and NWA promotions, 
independent wrestling offices are springing up across the country. 
Many of them are achieving impressive results with limited funds. 
Wrestling fans appreciate a promoter who tries a little hit harder 


than the “other guy.” 


continues to valiantly try and re- 
vive the once vibrant territory. A 
fine group of rookie graduates 
from Steve Keirn’s wrestling 
school comprise the bulk of the 
promotion with some pit stops 
by Robert Fuller, The Nasty 
Boys, Mike Graham, Brian Blair 
and Eric Embry. 
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The group has a bit of an 
identity crisis going on. A new 
team called The Florida Home 
Boys made their debut several 
months ago. The tag partners 


were none other than Mike Gra- 


ham and B. Brian Blair, two very 
popular hometown legends. No 
less than one week later, the 


Home Boys tandem became 
Steve Keirn and Lou Perez. Too 
many inconsistencies, such as 
this, have creeped into the pro- 
motion and it doesn’t help the 
gate receipts. I’m keeping my 
fingers crossed for these guys 
because they’re trying! 

Odd ’n’ ends: Billy Jack 
Haynes once again turned up in 
Oregon for Don Owens Promo- 
tions. This time he’s working the 
area as a rulebreaker. Say it 
ain't so, Billy!. . .Speaking of 
Oregon, “Crippler” Rip Oliver is 
tag teaming with his son, Larry, 
who recently made his debut as 
a professional. . .Don Muraco’s 
Arena Wrestling Alliance is go- 
ing great guns in New Zealand. 
After more than a decade of 
dormancy, the region now finds 
itself with three wrestling pro- 
motions. What's that old saying 
about feast or famine? 

_ Angelo Poffo, the father of 
Randy Savage and “The Gen- 
ius,’ is wrestling for a wrestling 
promotion in Florida as The 
Masked Miser. From the ac- 
counts we've received, the man 
is executing moves better than 
guys half his age! 
Philadelphia may be the “City 
of Brotherly Love,” but try telling 
that to wrestlers who have been 
working for Tri-State Wrestling 
Promotions. This group is bring- 
ing the very best independent 
athletes together in exciting 
match-ups. Wrestlers who have 
recently worked for the promo- 
tion include: Bam Bam Bigelow, 
Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff, 
Austin Idol, Dr. Tom Prichard, 
The Cheetah Kid, Kerry von 
Erich, Jerry Lawler, Tully Blan- 
chard, Randy “He Man’ Lewis, 
Chief Jules Strongbow, Misty 
Blue and Kat LeRoux. 

Well, friends, my time limit 
has expired once again, but you 
can bet your bottom dollar I’ll be 
back next issue with more news 
and information on the mat 
wars! Hang in there, and 
remember, The Kahuna is 
watching YOU! 
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GOLD BELT WRESTLING welcomes letters and comments from its 
readers on any of the material published herein or on professional 
wrestling in general. Names will he withheld when so requested. 
We reserve the right to edit letters due to the limitation of space. 
Address all letters to: 


GOBE PUBLISHING, INC. q ‘ 
PO. BOX 1917 — Murray Hill Station "a Bat Rf at 
Dept. GB Mail = ; = 
New York, NY 10156 GOLD BELT WRESTLING salutes Ricky Morton 


— a credit to the grappling game! 
photo: Judy Wall 


Dear Mike O'Hara: 


I've really grown to enjoy GOLD BELT WRESTLING magazine since you've taken editorial control a few months ago. Needless to 
say, | don't totally agree with all your views and opinions, but | must commend your efforts to provide some provocative thought on 
the subject of wrestling. | think you're definitely on the right track, and | encourage you to continue your honest coverage. 


/ realize everything takes time, but | would like to see more coverage of the lady wrestlers as well as longer stories. Enclosed with this 
letter, you will find your GOLD BELT questionnaire. | think it’s a terrific idea that was long overdue! 


In closing I'd like to pose two quick questions — what do you do with the questionnaires and is there any chance of publishing GOLD 
BELT WRESTLING on a monthly basis? 


Harry Jost 
Fort Myers, Florida 


Te 
(Editor's note — Thanks for the kind words, Harry. The questionnaires are used as a barometer to measure what our readers want to 


see more or less of in this publication. | personally read each and every one of them. It was due in large part to the survey response 
that a Mailbag section was added to GOLD BELT. Your opinion counts at GBW headquarters. 


/ try to provide adequate coverage of the women wrestlers, and | will continue to offer the best coverage possible. The grapplerettes 
are highly underrated and they derserve a break! 


GOLD BELT WRESTLING published on a monthly basis is totally up to our readers! 


Tell your friends about our publication. The name of the game is readership. If we can get more readers, expansion to a greater fre- 
quency will follow. In the meantime, check your local magazine stores for our new publication titled POWERSLAM WRESTLING! It’s 
on sale right now, so RUN, don’t walk, to your local newsstand!) 
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7 ‘Dear Mr. O'Hara: 
_ | just read the June '90 issue of GOLD BELT WRESTLING and had to write in response to Dyane Kirkland’s article, in particular, her last 
words of the month. 


Dyane talked about attending a match in Carrollton, Georgia at which Ricky Morton gave much attention to a young child in a wheel- 
chair, who was there with his mother and another relative. Dyane said she hadn't witnessed this side of Ricky before. 


Ihave — on numerous occasions. Joey Villegas (seen in the photo with Ricky Morton), his mother and sister are friends of mine. 
Ricky Morton is Joey's favorite wrestler and Rick never fails to give Joey some of his time and attention. If Joey is not present, Ricky 
always asks where he is and how he’s doing. 


Ricky Morton is a great wrestler. He’s always been my favorite. Outside of the ring, he is even a greater person. He's one of a kind, 
and the world could use more like him. 


Judy Wall 
Atlanta, Georgia 


(Editor's note — We'd like to encourage all of our readers to report on the unselfish acts that they've seen wrestlers perform. GOLD 
BELT WRESTLING would certainly like to give credit where it’s due in regards to mat men, who take time out of their hectic schedules 
to show a little kindness towards their loyal fans.) 
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Dear Mike: 


Thanks to your pen pal directory, I've found a lifelong friend in Dawn Kirscher. | just made a visit to meet her to celebrate our second 
year anniversary as friends. 


Thanks for eveything. GOLD BELT is great! 


Mable Jane White 
Columbus, Ohio 
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Dear Mr. O'Hara: 


My son recently picked up a copy of the April issue of your magazine and | must start off by saying how much we both enjoyed the 
publication. 


| found your editorial about attending live wrestling matches as opposed to watching it on television very truthful (except the part 
about the junk food). My son and | have attended a number of live matches at both Madison Square Garden and the Mid-Hudson 
Civic Center in Poughkeepsie. 


/ grew up on wrestling at the knee of both my grandfather and father, and then drifted away from it until my son started watching five 
years ago. He was surprised mom knew the names of some of the moves. He only had to introduce me to the wrestlers. 


We are fans of the ‘'bad guys”’ and find them the most fun when attending matches in person. It’s a great way to meet people around 
_ you. One night, we had “cheap seats’’ — almost the last row and we made so much noise for “‘Iron’’ Mike Sharpe, we thought the 
__ fans around us were going to attack! Mike knew we were there and after winning his match, he looked in our direction and waved. 
That made it all worthwhile. 


Before | close, let me say that | recently sent in for a one year subscription for my son (actually we both read it). Let me wish you con- 
tinued success and | look forward to future issues. 


Susan Joy 
Poughkeepsie, New York 
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GOLD BELT WRESTLING’S 

READER SURVEY: HAS THE 
ULTIMATE WARRIOR PROVEN 
TO BE A SUITABLE 
REPLACEMENT FOR HULK 
HOGAN? 


Each issue of GOLD BELT 
Wf WRESTLING asks an important 
2 } question in regard to our favorite 
yore Sport. Please take the time to 
a) ee answer our survey. The results will 
P= be tabulated and printed in a future 
“ee issue of this publication. 


mail to: SURVEY 
PUBLISHING, IN! 


your comments (optional): 


SUBSCRIBE 
TO GOLD 
BELT | 
WRESTLING! 


Catch every bodysiam and backbreaker 
with a subscription to GOLD BELT 
WRESTLING! DON’T DELAY — ORDER 
TODAY! 


send your check or money order to: GOBE PUBLISHING 
P.O. Box 1917 — Murray Hill Station 
Subscription Dept. GB 
New York, NY 10156 


Please send me: 6 issues a year for $17.50 


Foreign subscriptions: 6 issues of GOLD BELT 
WRESTLING for $27.50 (Please note: outside of the 
United States, send international postal money orders 
in U.S. funds or bank checks, in U.S. funds, drawn on 


U.S. banks.) 
name 
address. 
city state zip. 
ORDER BY CREDIT CARD! 
____ VISA _____ MASTERCARD 
Acct. # Expires Signature 


If you do not wish to cut out this coupon, we will accept written orders 
on plain paper. 


_ JAKE “THE SNAKE’ ROBERTS 


Photo: Howard Baum 


Adrian Davis 
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